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NEW post-war 
"lmperial" Model CORNET 
In B flat 
N.V.A. valve action. Nickel silver 
pistons. Built in high pitch. Complete 
. with mouthpiece and cardholder. 
CASH PRICES 
6/4012/B. Frosted silver finish with burnished 
bell, £30 Os. Od. plus £6 13s. 4d. Purchase Tax. 
Case for above £4 4s. 6d. plus 18/9 Purchase Tax. 
ALL ENQUIRIES TO THE BAND DEPARTMENT 
BOO.SEY & HAWKES' BRASS BAND JOURNAL 
No. 830 
Commissioned for 
the "Daily Herald" Brass Band Festival Contests 
• 
HENRY GEEH L 
SINFONIE TTA PASTORALE 
FULL SCORE 4/- NETT PARTS (BAND OF 25) 8/- NETT 
Plus temporary increase of 25% 
BOOSEY & HAWKES LTD., 295 REGENT ST., LONDON, W.I. Langham 2060 
THE 
FAMOUS 
HIRE. PURCHASE. TERMS CAN NOW BE ARRANGED 
"DESIDERATUM" B-flat CORNET 
WITH "EXPRESS" VALVE ACTI O N  
This world-renowned instrument-the 
choice of leading soloists-will be the 
first Besson Model ready in any quantity 
for the Home Market. This Home 
quota is only a small proportion of our 
production and barely keeps pace with 
the orders coming in. Do, therefore, 
contact us soon, as " first come, first 
served '' is the fairest way we. know 
of coping with the orders. 
102/B. Brass, high pitch £37 2 6 
102/SP. Silver-plated, high pitch £42 3 4 
B ESSON 15 WEST STREET, C HARI N G  CROSS R OAD, LO N D O N ,  W.C.2. (Department 19) Telephone Temple Bar 6529 
RING BLACKFRIARS 5530 or call 
OF 
I 
REYNOLDS SALFORD 
on 
I For information regarding delivery of the famous instruments manufactured by 
BOOSEV & 
CHAPEL 
'HAWKES LTD. 
YOUR OLD INSTRUMENT TAKEN 
IN PART EXCHANGE 
REPA I RS 
S I LV E R­
P LATI N G  
I N  ALL 
I TS 
B RA N C H ES 
YOUR 
PATRONAGE 
IS 
APPRECIATED 
Phone : BLACKFRIARS 5530 
SALFORD 
MANCHESTER 
• 
More Successes By Bands Who Have The M & H Service 
BOLTON CONTEST 
l st Section 
lst FAIREYS AVIATION WORKS Mr. H. Mortimer 
2nd FODENS MOTOR WORKS Mr. F. Mortimer 
4th Secilon 
lst CHESTER BLUE COAT SCHOOL Mr. G. A, Booth 
2nd SUMMERS STEEL WORKS 
BLACKBURN CONTEST 
2nd Section 
lst LEYLAND MOTORS 
2nd TWEEDALE & SMALLEYS 
Jrd Section 
lst RHOS SILVER 
4th CLAYTON ANILINE WORKS 
Mr. J. A. Hughes 
Mr. C. Jones 
Mr. E. Clayton 
Mr. F. C . Buttress 
IS YOUR BAND HAVl"G TH IS SERVICE ? IF NOT- WHY NOT? 
MAYERS & HARRISON Ltd. 207-215 GT.JACKSON STREET 
M U SI CAL I N STRU M E NT M A N U FACT U RERS Ptaone: CENTRAL 3639 (3 lines) MANCHESTER 15 
PER A .If POST� .ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION Poat Free. 4/-
•• 
BESSON 55 
MUSIC STANDS ii 
Telescopic, with fixed desk. Rigid ii 
yet light. Weight approx 3 lb. =: •• 
Price 12/6 post free. U 
• •• 
BESSON, Department 19, West Street II 
Charing Cross Road, LONDON, W.C. l U 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Band Teachers, Adjudicators and Sololsu 
WILLIAM POLLARD 
CORNET SOLOIST, BAND TEACHER, 
AND ADJUDICATOR 
11 PARROCK ST., CRAWSHAWBOOTH 
ROSSENDALE 
J. A. GREEN.WOOD 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
19 NORTHWOOD ROAD, PRENTON 
BIRKENHEAD 
Telephone: BIRKENHEAD 3264 
GEO .. H. MERCER 
TRUMPET, CORNET, BAND TEACHER 
AND CONTEST ADJUDICATOR 
Address--
MONA VILLA, BURNGREA VE STREET 
SHEFFIELD 
TOM EASTWOOD 
Associated Teacher to the Bandsman's College 
of Music 
(" The Easy Way," by post) 
SOLO CORNET. 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOH 
ALTON HOUSE, BROUGHAM ROAD 
MARSDEN, Near HUDDERSFIELD 
N O E L  T H O R P E  
SOLO CORNET, BAND TEACHER 
AND ADJUDICATOR 
c/o. THE COMMERCIAL HOTEL 
SLAITHWAITE, near HUDDERSFIELn 
GEO. HAWKINS 
BAND TEACHER 
BROADDALES HOUSE, NEWMILNS 
AYRSHIRE 
Teacher of Theory and Harmony by post 
JOHN FAULDS 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
44 KENNEDY CRESCENT, KIRKCALDY 
FIFE 
HAROLD LAYCOCK 
THE RENOWNED TROMBONIST 
of St. Hilda (1920-26) and Callenders (1927-43) Band Fame 
PUPILS PRIVATE OR POSTAL 
Conductor, Blackball Colliery Band. 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
96 WEST STREET 
BLACKBALL COLLIERY, WEST HARTLEPOOL 
Co . DURHAM 
DAVID ASPINALL 
Musical Director, Ransome & Marles Works' Band 
(Late Conductor, Creswell Colliery and i'.iar.y breW'el'y 
Baocls) 
BAND TEACHER, BAND AND CHORAL 
CONTEST ADJUDICATOR 
"PRIORY VIEW," 14 FRIARY ROAD 
NEWARK-ON-TRENT, NOTIS. 
Tel. : Newark456-7-8-9 
FRED MORTIMER 
(Bandmaster, Foden's Motor Works Band) 
TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
CLIFTON RD., ELWORTH, SANDBACH 
CHESHIRE 
W. WO OD 
CONDUCTOR AND TEACHER 
Young Bands a Speciality 
6 COLBECK STREET, HANSON LANE 
HALIFAX, YORKS. 
H. MUDDIMAN 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
"ASHBURN," ALLOA 
J. B O D DIC E 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
13 LAKE ROAD. WOODLANDS, 
DONCASTER. 
HERBERT BENNETT 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
40 LEVEN STREET, POLLOKSHIELDS 
GLASGOW, S.l. 
Tel. : Pollock 08l6 
HAROLD BARK ER 
(Conductor, Dannemora Steel Work-s, and Ecldngtfln Blllldl. 
BAND TEACHER AND CONTEST 
ADJFDICATOR 
" SOMERVILLE," ECKINGTON 
SHEFFIELD 
Lieut. JOHN FLETCHER 
PROFESSIONAL CONDUCTOR AND 
ADJUDICATOR 
Brass. Military. Orchestra. 
GRIFFIN HOTEL, HALIFAX 
Phone : 361011 
HARRY MILEMAN 
(Conductor Firbeck Colliery Band) 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
20 DONCASTER ROAD, 
Langold, Worksop, 
NOTTS. 
HAROLD MOSS 
L.R.A.M., A.Ro.C.M. (Bandmastersbip) 
Musical Director, Creswell Colliery Band 
TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
(Coach for Diploma Exams., etc., by post) 
Successes in various Grades of the B.C.M. 
Examinations including Bandmasterahip 
5 NEW VILLAGE, CRESWELL 
Near WORKSOP, NOTIS. 
WILLIAM FARRALL 
BAND TRAINER AND ADJUDICATOR 
CHORD PLAYING DEMONSTRATED 
" CORONA," 14 MANOR GROVE, BENTON 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE 
Phone BENTON 61114 
2 
Band Teachers, Adjudicators and So'9ist6 
CHAS. A. COOPER 
A.Mus.V.C.M. 
BAND TEACHER, ADJUDICATOR, 
COMPOSER AND ARRANGER 
Life-Jong experience Brass, Military, Orchestral 
and Choral 
Band or Choral Contests Adjudicated 
19 COLUMBIA STREET, HUTHWAITE 
NOTTS. 
DRAK E RIMMER 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
" MIRELLA," MILTON ROAD 
KIRKCALDY 
Phone : KIRKCALDY 2M4 
ALFRED ASHPOLE 
F.T.C.L., A.R.C.M., L.Mus.T.C.L., "B.B.C.M. 
BAND, VOCAL AND CHORAL TEACHER 
AND ADJUDICATOR 
AutbOl of " Viva Voce Questions" for Brass 
Band Examination Candidates 
• · Associated Teacher to the Bandsman's College 
of Music 
Special Arrangements scored for bands 
Specialist Coach for all Band Diplomas 
• . Successes include all lower grades, also 
A.B.C.M. and B.B.C.M. 
BISHOP'S STORTFORD, HERTS. 
Tel. 386 
W. D A W S O N  
- BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
{Late C.nductor Blackball Colliery Band) 
ROSE & CROWN HOTEL, 
CHEAPSIDE, HALIFAX, Yorks. 
J. M. HINCHLIFFE 
Euphonium Soloist (late Black Dyke ; Besses) 
BAND TEACHER A.ND ADJUDICATOR 
56 NEWTON STREET, HYDE 
CHESHIRE 
F R E D  R O G A N  
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
"ALDERSYDE," DARVEL, SCOTLAND 
J. H. PEARSON 
BAND TEACHER 
. "AVONDALE," 94 GROVE LANE 
TIMPERLEY, CHESHIRE 
. :. ·c:(IARLES ANDERSON 
: ! ... , -. . r _ 'cc O.R.B."�nte�t M�.ch) -
' ·. ' · ' Fully experiMced So1oist 
.. ..... ' '..I'EACHER AND ADJUDJCATOR 
' . _ .  ·: !SS COPPICE STREET; OLDHAM 
! HERBERT ·suTCLIFFE 
,_ ' Musical Dfrector 
: •' (VICKERS-ARMSTRONGS Ll�11TED) 
BARROW SHIPYARD SIL VER BAND 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
; : · . . 41 CEDAR ROAD 
. BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
EDWARD K ITTO 
{Conductor, Thornley Colliery Band) 
8AND TEACHER. AND ADJUDICATOR 
28 HENDERSON A VENUE ' 
,WHEATLEY HILL, Co. DURHAM 
. · S. S. H. ILIFFE 
�AND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR . 
8 :r;\UTFIELD ROAD, LEICESTER 
GEORGE THOMPSON 
B.B.C.M., L.G.S.M. 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
Arranger for Brass and Military Bands 
Associated Teacher to the 
· 
._, Bandsman's College of Music '"'DAILY HERALD," 222/5 STRAKD, 
LONDON, W.C.2. -------
A. E. BADRICK 
· , (Conduetor, Carlton Main Frickley Colliery Band) 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR . 
106 OXFORD STREET 
S0UTH ELMSALL, Near PONTEFRACT 
YORKS 
HARRY MORTIMER 
POST OFFICE, ELWORTH, SANDBACH . 
CHESHIRE 
. Private Address: Trumpet Villa, Sandl.ach, Cheshire. 
Phone : SANDBACH 28 
CLIFTON JONES 
:coRNET SOLOIST, BAND TEACHER, . 
AND ADJUDICATOR 
142_ BURNLEY ROAD, BACUp, LANCS. 
Phone : BACUP 200 
REG. LITTLE 
. 1 
. , . , ·MUSICAL DIRECTOR, 
Rhyl Urban District Council. 
PAVILIOJ.':r THEATRE, RHYL, N. WALES 
Priyate Address : 62 Wellington Road, Rhyl. 
::···.·CY RIL I. .YORATH 
. . B.B.C.M. 
Associated Teacher to the Bandsmen's College of Music 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
: ' .. , : . •' · · 'SA:NKEY'S CASTLE WORKS 
'WELLINGTON, SHROPSHIRE 
Phon,e : � Wellington, Shropshire 
-.,.--�----� 
. ROBT. TINDALL . 
. A.B.C.M., L.R.S.M. (London), 
BAND, VOCAL AND CHORAL TEACHER 
' AND ADJUDICATOR 
. .  · (A880C�ated Teacher to the Bandsman's College of Music) 
' i Plaj.ring taught personally, Pupils prepared 
'· ' '· for B.C.M. Examinations personally, 
or by correspondence 
l MELROSE AVENUE, LOW FELL 
;G�TESHEAD 9, Co. DURHAM 
..... 
I '• I ···,l :J. c. 'WEBSTER. 
. ,S.�pi;�np Cornet, late of Creswell Colly. Band 
' ' ' BAND TEACHER 
SONGWRITER : : LYRIST 
• ,i_, 176 CHURCH STREET, WAINGR,OVES, . 
CODNOR, DERBYS. 
" 'Tis easier to learn to win, 
Than it is to learn to lose." 
EDWARD S. CARTER 
BAND TRAINER A.ND ADJUDICATOR 
: : 9 SHERWOOD ROAD, 
Tel.'Luton 221 
LUTON, Beds. 
HARRY HEYES 
Late Birmingham Metropolitan Works Band 
and City of Coventry Band 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
c/0- 14 MIDDLE PARK RD., SELLY OAK 
BIRMINGHAM 29 
Phone : Priory 3009 
FRANK WRIGHT 
ADJUDICATOR, ARRANGE!\, 
COMPOSER, CONDUCTOR 
Address:­
BCM/BATON, LONDON, W.l. 
WRIGHT AND RouND's BRASS BAND NEws. MARCH 1, 1947. 
MINOR ADVERTISEMENTS / 2� words ls. Od. 1/- for each additional 10 words. Remittances must accompany adver­tisement, and reach us by the 2�th of the !"onth. . For Box address at our office count sll( word1, and add 6d, for forwardfoc of rephes. This rate does not apply to Trade Adverts. SOLVING THE HERBERT BROOKES, the celebrated Cornettist (late ot \11 INDSOR PRIZE BAND (Salford) will hold their Second Wingates) is now open for engagements as Soloist or fl Annual QUARTETfE and OPEN SLOW MELODY Teacher.-The Library, Parrin Lane, Wint01l, Manchester. Contest on �turday, March 2gth in the Windsor Institute. 
BANDSMAN'S COLLBGE OF MUSIC. Syllabus of all 
QUARTETIE Prizes: lst, 20 Gns. Challenge Shield and £3. Pami.wltiona caa be had fn>m the �tary-Mr. H, 2i;id, B. & H. IO Gns. Challenge Cup and £2 ; 3rd £1. Test 
COLLIER. 13 Montrose Annue, Stzetf<Xd, Nr. Manchester. Piece, "Own Choice" {W. & R.) excepting 4 Trombones (own 
who ia willing to answer all enquiri°" and adTise, generally. chmce). Entry fee 4/- each party. SLOW MELODY (own 
• • 
UNIFORM 
choice) Wlacco1npanied, 1st, £2; 2nd, £1 ; 3rd, 10/�; Entry 
ALEXANDER OWEN WBMORIAL FUND. A.II enquiriea 
fee 1/6: Slow _ Melody draw 2-30 p.m., commence 3-0 p.m. 
should be sent t<>-Mr. J. CLARKSON, 3 BreQoton Admissi�n 1/- me. pi:ogramme._ All pay. Adjudicator, Mr. 
Drive, Worsley, Manchester. W. Dawson of Hahfax. Entncs (on plain paper) with full 
Please send your doudou, no ma.ttec bow ama.J1. It will particulars to Mr. Wm. GARDNER, 2 Laburnum Villas, 
be pu.tly appreciated. Cavendish Road, Urmston, before March 23rd. 
PROBLEM 
R SMITH, Solo Comet, Brass Band Trainer and Adjudicator, S 
T
2A
N
M
LEY ROWE, Band Teacher and Adjudicator, 
• is open to teach or judge anywhere. Terms:- yerscrqft Close, New Moston, MANCHESTER 
"Bcaumoat,'' Scarborough Road, Muston, Filey, Yorks. 10. BELLE VUE SUCCESSES: 1940, 41, 42, 43, 
NOW ON SALE. 1947 JOY BOOK, containing complete Solo Cornet parts of 1947 LIVERPOOL JOURNAL. 
Price, 21- post tree. WRIGHT & ROUND, 34 Erskine Street, 
Liverpool, 6. 
B ANDIIIASTER required for. BLYTH L.N.E.R. Band. Particulars, fees, etc., to Mr. A. 
STANBURY, Secretary, 54 Ninth Avenue, Blyth, 
>lorthumberla"'n-'-'d"-.-----
H AlGH BRASS BAND will hold a SLOW )1ELODY CONTEST (Two Se�tions)-(Own 
Choice), in the Inde1,endent Methodist"'Chapel, New 
Springs, near Wigan, 2d. bus ride from Library 
Street, 'Nigan, on Saturday, March 8, to commence at 
3 p.m. Entrance to Contest Hall, 1/-. Competitors' 
Fees: Open Section, 2/6; Junior Section, 2/- (includ­
ing admission). Draw for Contest (both Sections), 
2-30 p.m. Closing date, March 5th. Prizes­
Challenge Cup for Both Sections. Note-Cups to be 
held for One Year. Winners will be no,4fied the date 
to return the Cups, JUNIOR SECTION: lst, IS/­
and Challenge Cup; 2nd, 10/-. Consolation Prize for 
Boy next in order of merit. OPEN SECTION: lst, 
£2 10/- and the Owen Challenge Cup; 2nd, £1; 3rd, 
15/-; 4th, 7 /6. Special prize for Best Local, four 
miles radius. Also three more Specials. Gold J\Iedal 
-Best Bass (presented by Mr. J. Birkett). Adjudi­
cator: Mr. A. Hazelhurst, Horwich, Entries to: Mr. 
H. SJLCOCK, 4 Crawford Avenue, Aspull, Nr. Wigan. 
C! ALFORD CITY POLICE.-MILITARY BAND. 
0 Applications invited from 1NSTRUM£NTALISTS 
of all types who are prepared to join the Force and 
do duty as CONSTABLES. Pay: 105/- to 140/- per 
week, plus rent and boot allow.ances. Applicants must 
be 5 ft. 9 ins. in height, under 30 years of age and 
of sound physique. The Bandmaster is Mr. J. E. 
NEEDHAM, L.R.A.M., A.R.C.M., formerly of the 
Royal Berkshire Regiment. Applications must be 
addressed to the DEPUTY CHIEF CONSTABLE, 
Town Hall, Salford, 3 . 
S LOW MELODY CONTEST. Two Sections (Own Choice), in the Congregational School, \Valkden, at 
3-15 p.m. on Saturday, March Wth, 1947. Adjudica­
tors: Mr. H. Stubbs, late Fodens Band, and Mr. C. 
Lightbown, A.Mus.N.C.M. Entrance fees: Seniors, 
2/-; Juniors, 1/-. Seniors' Prizes: lst, £2 10/-; 2nd, 
£1 10/-; 3rd, 15/-. Juniors' Prizes: l st, 15/- and 
Medal; 2nd, 10/- and Medal. Entries to Mr. J. 
Yorke, 87 Bolton Ro.ad, Walkdcn, Nr. Manchester. l OR SALE.-BRASS BAND l\IUSTC. s�nd for 
lists to: J\Ir. J, HARTLEY, 15 Mason Street, 
lne, Lancashire. 
L" OR SALE.-Eb BASS (Higham), Bb SLIDE 
I:' TROMBONE (Gisbourne), both plated .. Eb 
TENOR I-IORK (Hawkes) Bras3. Perfect con·dition 
all three. Any reasonable offer accepted. No cheques. 
-H. Rowson, Old Post Office, Snail.beach, Shrews-
bury. 
· 
F MORRIS, Horn Soloist, 30 years' experience. • At liberty for Concerts or Contests, any 
section. Terms reasonable.-'' Marcel Dene," 92 
Skellingthorpe Road, Lincoln. ------'--------
NATl.ONAL BRASS BAND CLUB 
"The Welfare of Brass Bands'' 
Hon. Secretary: Mr. A. J. MOLINARI, 
78 Wroxham Gardens, 
- POTTERS BAR, Middlesex. 
WOODS & co. 
(Proprietoc: Gxo. H>.U:Row) 
MILITARY, BRASS AND DANCE BAND 
INSTRUMENT MAKERS AND REPAIRERS 
FITTINGS AND ACCESSORIES 
176 Westgate Road, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Telephone 23044 
Band Teachers, Adjudicators and Soloists 
R. H. PENROSE 
Consultant and Tutor (Band Dept.) Devon 
County Education Authority 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
" Exponent of Tone " . 
(Over 35 years' successful tuition) 
45 MAGDALEN ROAD, EXETER 
JOHN BALDWIN 
L.G.S.M., B.B.C.M. 
BAND TEACHER - ADJUDICATOR 
Specialist in Postal Course of Theory 
and Bandmastership. 
ASPER STREET, NETHERFIELD 
Tel. 58704. NOTTINGHAM 
ROLAND DAVIS 
BAND TRAINER 
COMPOSER, ARRANGER, ADJUDICATOR 
Bands prepared for Contests or Concerts 
THE ELMS, AMINGTON, TAMWORTH, 
STAFFS. 
ALBERT s. GRANT 
A.B.C.M., B.B.C.M. 
Associated Teacher to the Bandsman's College of Music 
Postal Lessons a Feature 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR 
OCEAN VIEW FARM, SANDY LANE, 
REDRUTH. CORNWALL. 
S. - WILCOCK 
(CONDUCTOR, SOWERBY BRIDGE BAND) 
BAND TEACHER AND ADJUDICATOR, 
PLAINFIELDS, UPPER BOLTON BROW, 
SOWERBY BRIDGE, 
YORKSHIRE. 
J. DAVIES 
BRASS BAND TEACHER, CONDUCTOR, . 
ADJUDICATOR. 
Prepares Bands for Contests, Concerts, and 
Broadcasting Engagements. 
Terms Moderate. 
Write: 1 HUYTON ROAD, 
UPPER EASTVILLE, 
BRISTOL, 5. 
c. A. ANDERSON 
CONDUCTOR, BAND TEACHER 
ADJUDICATOR. 
4S LOUGHBOROUGH ROAD, 
LEICESTER. 
'Phone : 62130. 
AND 
J. COTTERILL 
BAND TEACHER, COMPOSER, 
ARRANGER. 
Terms Moderate. 
18 ALDERHA Y LANE, HARRTSEAHEAD, 
STOKE-ON-TRENT. 
44 and 45. (12) 
WANTED.-Half a dozen or more of Salvation . Arm)'. Red Festival TUNICS with Grey Trim­mrngs, Design No. J.49. Price and particulars to: Mr. E. G. \VELLS, 1 Avon Road, Scunthorpe, Lines. �, OR SALE.-Besson Plated CORNET. Proto· type. In good condition, with Leather Case. £15.-A. WARHURST, Wingfield Road, Alfreton 
Derbyshire. ' 
BE ADVISE.D BY us • 
LEl' U S  K N OW J U ST W H AT Y O U R  
D I FFIC U LT I E S  ARE-RE-BRAI DI N G ,  
RE N OVATI O N , O R  A N EW SET-
• • 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRASS 
BAND CONDUCTORS • • WE CAN HELP YOU I 
Hon. Sec. : Mr, B. HISCOTT, F.C.C.S., 
23 Bury Road, Epplnc. 
QUI C KFI T THE ARIY I NAVY SUPPLY STORES 
for ORIGINATORS OF SMART UNIFORMS FOR BANDS 
MUSIC FOLIOS • BAND BOOKS 
MANUSCRIPT & SCORING PAPER 
LIBRARY BAGS Send for List 
153 PRAED ST., PADDINGTON, LONDON, W.2. 
BRASS BAND PRINTING our Speciality 
"Crooks" Old Original SLIDE OIL 1/6 Post Free 
just Published 
Telephone : Paddington 2066/7. Telegrams : Cash, Paddington 2066, Londen 
The "SPIRIT OF BRITAIN" March by J. H. White 
3/- per Set of 26 parts 
CLARKES LA N E  R OC H DALE 
'Phone : 2788 
Skilled MUSICIANS required for 
ROYAL AIR FORCE CENTRAL BAND 
and REGIONAL MILITARY BANDS 
Preference will be given to double-handed in­
strumentalists. Personnel will be employed 
exclusively on musical duties. Pensionable 
career offered to suitable musicians. Age limits 
17t to 42. 
Apply to: Organising Director of Music, 
Royal Air Force, 
Uxbridge, Middlesex. 
BRASS BAND INSTRUMENT REPAIRS 
Light Repairs Executed in 48 hours 
Accessories Silver Plating a Speciality 
G E O. KITTO 
25 Suburban Road, Anfield, Liverpool 6 
HUMl3ER DISTRICT 
Bands in this district are building up and I 
am informed that the various bands will be 
seen contesting again this year. 
I must congratulate the 12 years old musician, 
Master Trevor Leaning of Scunthorpe Boro' 
Junior Band, who is blossoming out as one of 
the most promising junior players in the dis­
trict. He had several successes last year, and 
perhaps the most spectacular was at South 
Elmsall and Upton when he won a third and 
fourth prize in slow melody, competing against 
CONTEST RESULTS 
r
·BUXTON, 18th J�nuary . . Quartet_tes: lst, l\..1rkby Old; 2nd, Fairfield Silver Pnze Band 
No. 2; 3rd, I.C.I. (Alkali); 4th, Stocksbridge 
Old No. 1 and Fairfield Silver Prize Band 
No. 1 (tied for 4th place). £1 to Quartette 
composed of youths under 20 years of age was 
awarded to the Harpur Hill Band Quartette. 
Adjudicator, Mr. F. Mortimer. 
COLESHILL Solo and Quartette Contest, 
February 22nd. Junior Slow Melody: lst, John 
Hodge (Park St. Mission Band) ; 2nd, Betty 
Anderson (Leicester Imperial) ; 3rd, Gordon 
Whitehall (City of Coventry); 4th, C. White 
(Bulkington); 5th, R. Neale (Bulkington); 6th, 
Ron. Cotterall (Langiey). Best player (under 
14), Alec Edwards (Bridgenorth Town)'; (under 
16), John Hodge (Park St. Mission Band). 
Best female performer, Betty Anderson. (Leices­
ter Imperial). Open Quartette : lst, Langley 
Seniors (Roland Davis); 2nd, Erith British 
Legion (S. Newstead) ; 3rd, Leicester Imperial 
(Betty Anderson) ; 4th, Bulkington Seniors (G. 
H. Bicknell). First prize for Junior Quartettes, 
Bulkington Juniors ; 2nd, Langley juniors. 
Adjudicator, Mr. S. H. Boddington. 
TEVERSAL, Slow Melody, Air Varie, and 
Quartette, February 22nd. Junior section: lst 
prize, Joan Hinde, Eckington; 2nd, Wilfred 
Saint, Ripley; 3rd, George King, Firbeck. 
Senior. Open section: lst prize, Bernard By­
grave, Eckington; 2nd, W. A. Lang, Black 
Dyke; 3rd, D. Stevens, Black Dyke; 4th, L. 
Abbott, Kirkby Old; Sth, H. Bramley, Creswell 
Colliery. Quartette: 1 st, Creswell Colliery; 
2nd, Black Dyke; 3rd, Butterley. 
--- �----
ECCLES NOTES 
some of our finest junior cornet players, includ- Eccles Boro' with good rehearsals arc pre-
ing Betty Woodcock. paring for the summer engagements, and I 
Scunthorpe British Legion are improving and hope a few contests. They had three instru­
all is going well under the new secretary, Mr. ments stolen from the bandroom recently, but 
A. Jordan. The Band rendered a very clever I believe the police caught the culprit and re­
and varied programme at the Victoria Club for covered the instruments within a week. I am 
a member in need. The Band were conducted surprised that their young players do not enter 
by Mr. W. Richards, and the guest conductor, some solo contests, the experience would be in­
Mr. J. Gilboy, was a great success. valuable. It is a training ground that has made 
Immingham and District : Rehearsals are in- all our finest soloists. They have a most en­
creasing and Mr. Kirman is working hard with thusiastic young cornet player in young Brian 
the youngsters. Very sorry to hear your con- Wilkinson. Only 14 years of age and showing 
test had to be postponed on account of weather great promise, he is a credit to Bandmaster 
conditions. Hope you will have a great success Watson's tuition. Now Brian, what about sume 
on April 19th. solo contests and the Alex. Owen Scholarship? 
Barton Town are looking forward to a busy Barton Hall attended Blackburn Contest but 
season and hope to do some contesting soon vdh were unsuccessful, although I thought that they 
the help of professional tuition. were deserving of a prize. Everything points 
Crowlc keep in fair order with J. Kirk to them having another very successful seas!:m. 
directing. Just a little more interest and en- I believe that there is every hope of them bemg 
thusiasm is needed with some of the members in the Manchester Parks this summer. 
to put this band amongst the progressives. I stated last month that Pendleton Public 
I had the opportunity recently of hearing were looking for a new bandroom ; well, to all 
Appleby and Frodingham Works . and was interested, their headquarters are now at the 
pleased to see a good band under their takn�ed Woolpack Hotel, Pendleton, where good re­
teacher, Mr. W. H. Kendall. Band are. hopmg hearsals are being held to prepare for what must 
to compete at the Area Contest, and with such be a very busy season. Many engagements are 
good players as R. Smith (euphonium), N. already booked, and their conductor, Mr. Her­
Clarke (cornet), and E. Irvin (horn) the band bert Brookes, tells me that he has mastered his 
should go a long way. teeth trouble and is now playing as well as 
Scott�r are having good rehearsals under ever. (Bands requiring a cornet player, please 
their popular conductor, Mr. R. Smith. They note.) 
have given some very successful concerts. 1 I hope that Irlam Public have �atisfied Mr. 
hear they intend to compete at Manchester. We Wilson and secured the Manchester Parks en-
wish you every success. gagements. 
Gainsborough Works going along fin.e· un�er Swinton and Pendlebury are <1uite prepared 
Mr. H. Nuttall. Band have been b�sy with for anything that may come along. A concert 
concerts and broadcasting. I thmk 1t �vas .1 for their band funds was held recently in the 
very clever scheme the band adopt11:d 111 the British Legion Club, and I believe a nic.e
 snm 
question of uniforms. They purchased a set of was derived by the effort. 
CORNISH NOTES 
Once again, after a number of years, I take 
up my pen in the interests of Cornish hands and 
musicians. Bands in the district are once again 
taking up their hobby seriously. Before the 
War Cornwall was a hotbed of contesting, and 
with the advent of a number of trainers from 
up-country, the bands were able to hold their 
own against any invading b:mds. We still have 
one or two good bands able to try conclusions 
with the best. 
Camborne Town (A. Vv. Parker), our lead­
ing bami, have been most fortunate in keeping 
a good band together during the war years, 
being under the wing of the well-kPown Cornish 
firm of Holman's who were able to provide 
employment, etc. They made their presence 
felt in the "Daily Herald" Contests at Exeter, 
also Belle Vue, where they won first prizes, 
and qualified for the Championship at the 
Albert Hall, when they were placed sixth in 
order. A very fine achievement in �Lich good 
company. Good luck to Mr. Parker and his 
boys. I wish you much better health in the 
future. 
Redruth Town (A. S. Grant) manage,] to 
carry on as the Home Gua1:d Band during the 
latter part of the war. Unfortunately, their 
band room was blitzed during the war anJ 
they lost a number of instruments and a quan-
tity of music. Now they mean business again. 
They have appointed a new bandmaster in the 
person of :,ir_ A. S. Gr:mt, late of Lmgley J-­
Colliery. I met Mr. Graat many years ago, 
and must congratulate tlte committee on their 
very wise choice. If the band will work with 
him, I can see some very friendly rivalry be­
tween this Land and Camborne Town. There 
are one or two weak spots which call be 
remedied and then we can expect some fire­
works. 
Falmouth Town (A. G. Richards) are pre­
paring for the " Daily Herald" Contest at 
Exeter and are entering the top section. This 
was a very fine band when the late Mr. T. G. 
Moore had them and gooe enough for any 
company. What has happened here I don't 
quite know; you had a good band. \Vhy are 
you trying to poach other band's players? Try 
making some of your own. Best wishes for 
Exeter. I see no reason why you shouldn't do 
the same as Cam.borne and St. Austell and 
bring home the laurels . 
Truro City (E. Cuttance) are entering the 
Second Section at Exeter. This band were 
fortunate in keeping together as the Home 
Guard Band. Now they have the makings of a 
good band. Soloists are good and given- the 
right tuition should go a long way. No reason 
why you should not win this section. I am 
expecting big things from the Cornish bands 
who are entering this contest. 
St. Stythian's Silver (T. Hubbard) have given 
a Concert in aid of the Cambome and Redruth 
Miners' Hospital, at which they acqnitted thern­
sel ves very well. This is good news. This 
band broke up during the war. Previous to 
this they were one of our best and most go­
ahead bands and were making quite a name for 
themselves. Being a very young band they 
were hard hit during the call up. I understand 
that two or three players have made the 
Supreme Sacrifice. I am looking forward to 
seeing your name amongst the entrant� for 
Exeter contest. Best wishes. 
Indian Queen's Silver (Ford Knio-ht) : !l'his 
is one of Cornwall's most go-ahead bands a 
band who make their own players and' �an 
always be relied on at any contest, never very 
far down the list of prize winners. Are you 
going tt? Exeter? Best wishes for the future, 
Mr. Kmght. policemen's unifo_rms-, remod�lled them and e:n- I was a spectator of the contest at Bolton, 
bellished them with gold braid and epaulettes- and was one of the hundreds who did not agree 
a very good idea, because one coupon per with the decision, but I do not think that thP. 
Stenalees Silver (Mr. Robbins) : This is one 
h h h answer lay altogether with the judges. I am of our most famous contesting bands and under uniform will see t em t roug · h · f · 1 ' convinced that the answer is in the testpieces t_ e1r pro ess10na trainer, Mr. C. H. Baker, are I have not heard of Barnetby, Waltham B. L., 1 
Ll.ncoln B. L. Now sec_retaries, let me have a 
that are being chosen these days. They may ::tiways near t e top of the prize list. Are you 
be and, I agree, very clever pieces of music, going to. Exeter? I'm sure you c0uld pull off 
line. Thanks. but they do not test our best bands. I know any section you may enter. What a band you 
Thanks to Mr. D. Rands, secretary of Brigg that our Editor could produce testpieces that had when Mr. Will Adamson was in charge! 
Subscription, for his letter, in which he info�ms would make such decisions impossible, such as St. Dennis Silver (Mr Pel t ) . I h me they have already given two Sunday mght "L'Af · · " "S h " "L. t" d I Id · moun er . ear 
d 
ncame! po _r, isz • an cou good reports about this once famous band. In concerts this year, one at Broughton an ?11e keep on nammg selections that test e":ery mem- their prime could heat the best, Grand Shield at Barnetby on behalf of the Youths Playmg b f th band but perhaps there 1s 11other er o e • a · winners on two occasions Wh· t ·t ·t Fields ana have two more concerts booked. reason: Is it possible that these great selections to a break-up. Hope to �ee yo� �np�� 1cJ���� They 'have had some gCJ?d practi.ces and have are too much for all but a few of our present stage again in the near future. entered in the fourth section at Leicester. Good day bands? 
luck, Mr. Rands. The "Daily Herald" are to be complimented 
Scunthorpe Salvation Army Band are having on their arrangements for these contests; they 
good rehearsals, despite the weather. They do everything possible for comfort of the 
have given concerts at Gcn;ian P.O.\!\'.. Camps audience and fairness to the bands competing, 
which were greatly appreciated. J umor band but I am convinced that a perusal of the music 
doing well with 12 playing members, and 14 in racks at 34 Erskine Street, Liverpool, would 
learners' class. I 
widen their knowledge of the capabilities of the 
FLASHLIGHT. brass band. ECCLES CAKE. 
To other bands not mentioned in these notes 
please send me a line re your activities : C/� 
Messrs Wright and Round. 
One other item. What about forming a !3rass Dand Association for Cornwall? Anyone 
mterest�d please send a few lines to me: C/o 
The Editor. 
WESTERN MUS [CUS. 
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ACCIDENTALS 
Our readers will be pleased to hear that with 
this March " Brass Band News " we commence 
the regular issue of a six page paper. \\'e ha\'e 
waited a long time for pen111ss10n to <lo this, 
and are glad the enlarged paper is now an 
accomplished fact. 'vVe are very fortunate to be 
able to commence this month ; in fact, until a 
few days ago, on account of the fuel and power 
restriction, it was very doubtful whether there 
would be a March B.B.N. at all. However, here 
is the enlarged paper, a little late, unavoidably, 
but we trust none the less welcome for all that. 
* * * 
We sympathise very much with lhe ollirials 
of the Gwespyr and District Band on the 
great loss they have suffered through destruc­
tion by fire of their bandroom, also several in­
struments, all their music, and other property. 
'We do not know whether the band property was 
insured or not, but it is happenings like thi s 
which bring to the fore the question of insur­
ance. Our late friend, M r. J. H.  Kichenside, 
was very active and insistent in this matter, and 
through his good offices many bands co 1·ered 
their property against " all risks " which, of 
course, mclucles loss by fire. It is a wise policy, 
and we would advise all bands to take the neces­
sary steps to cover themseh:es against such 
losses. 
----�----
CONCORDS & DISCORDS 
�fr. H. ;,i. COLES (Publi<.:1ty Sec1 et,u") ) of 
\' arteg District, writes : 
" Just a few lines with a little news oi my 
Band's activities. We ha>e been officially noti­
fied from the Secretary of the South \Vales and 
Mon. B.B. Association, that we have been ,,ro­
moted from Class "B" to " A," thus in two 
years we have nsen from Class "C" to the top. 
This means plenty of hard work for all  c on­
cerned now, but I am sure we will give a good 
account of ourselves in the forthcoming con­
tests. Mr. Sam Morgan, our Conductor, has 
resigned, but has taken up J115 old position of 
Solo Cornet. This is a tremendous asset to the 
Band and we have engaged Mr. John Probert 
of Elaina as permanent Conductor uow. We 
are engaged at Lydbrook on J\Iarch 2nd for 
two Concerts. I received a bcauti ful photogTaph 
of Morris Motors Band, with their best wishes, 
from Mr. T. Ii'. Morcombe. Our Band are 
certainly on the upgrade, and a few weeks ago 
I organised a bus-load of all our Dand to 
13rymnawr and Abcrtill ery where we heard two 
concerts by the famous Munn and Feltons 
Vvorks Band ; it was an education to us all, we 
did enjoy it in spite of being snowed up 9n the 
mountain three miles from home and havmg to 
walk through a snow-storm." 
� � � 0 
Mr. W. R. GOD Fl.:.EY, Secretary of Dingle 
Silver, writes : 
" I  am pleased to be abl e to report that the 
above Band are still al i ve and able to fulfil our 
engagements with South Liverpo9l Foo�ball 
Club. We are a few short in the middle ot the 
Band, mostly due to the Conscription A..:t ; you 
get the young ones uicely on when away they 
go in the Army o r  Navy. One of .our own 
trained cornet players who was makmg good 
proo ress passed the test for the Royal Artillery 
Da1�d, Woolwich, where he is at present. But 
we never say die, and hope to have the gaps 
lilied up by ).fay or rather ready for :'.I.lay. 
Thanks to Mr. Kitto's acl1'ertisement we have 
been d.ble to get our Instruments oyer hauled 
and the necessary repairs clone This will prob­
ably be my last report, as, though rather late, 
our general meeting will be held shortly when 
1 am defimtely relinqmshing the post of secre­
lary, and hope they will _ take particular notice 
of your remarks on election of officers. I only 
hope that whoever is willing to take up the 
secretaryship will stick to his guns. I have 
al ready promised that whoever it  is I shall 'lo 
al l in my poY1-er to help him." 
0 � � � 
1d r. R. ]. WEBSDALE, of 33 Cromwell 
Road, Tunbrid�e Wells, writes : 
" Tunbridge Wells Old 22nd Assoc1alio11 
Band have had a very success[ ul season, at the 
opening of which we obtained new uni [oi m 
We are not quite up to full strength, requiring 
one solo cornet and one BJ3b bass. We arc this 
year entering the contest field and have great 
hopes of quickly rismg. Vvith my wife aud 
daughter I am hoping to attend the May .;on ­
test at Belle Vue, and I wondered i f  there \\as 
a chance through the B.B.N. columns of getting 
in touch with a keen bandsman who could put 
us up for one week, 7th-13th. I would be quite 
prepared to return the hospitality at any date." 
� 0 � 0 
" TAFFY " writes : 
" Gwespyr and District Band. Since ou1 
last notes in the li'ebruary issue of the l3.B N ,  
we have received a tragic blow in the hiotory of 
the Band. Our band-room which was also the 
Gwcspyr Village Hall was burnt down to the 
ground in the early hours of Friday morning, 
24th January, 1'hich has resulted in a heavy 
loss, amounting to £200. Vve have lost al l onr 
music library wh1cli was mostly new item s cost­
ing about £60, also the follovvinz instrum ents . 
A BBb Bass, two Cornets, Flugel, one Tenor 
Trombone, Bass and Side Drum5, ard :Music 
Stands. We a:·c fortunate in havmr� a lively 
Committee m 1der Mr. W. R. Tones, Hon. Sec. , 
and thanks to M r. J. Faulkner, T reasurer, we 
have been able to secure a room temporarily 
for rehearsals. I should like, through the 
medium of your columns, to make an appeal to 
any band, either local or otherwise, who would 
like to help, even if only in a small way, and 
get in touch with J3/M J. T. Conway, Rugeley, 
2 Cli fton Avenue, Rhyl. Thank you ! ! 
� � � � 
Mr. D. MACKEY, Secretary of Whaley 
Bridge Public, writes : 
" Last month provided our bandsmen wit11 
plenty of work. We put in six rehearsals per 
week prior to the ' Daily Herald " Contest at 
Bolton where we were awarded fourth prizP 
in lhe Fourth Section. WE. hope to do b�tter ;it 
Blackpool on Easter Saltl l day at the Lanc;v,hire 
Brass Band Association Contest. \Ve are now 
hard at work on ' Echoes of the Opera ' and 
are liking this old favourite." 
M r. A. MOORES, Secretary of Leyland 
Motor Works, writes : 
" Please allow me, through the medium of the 
B.B.N.,  to thank all those who wrote to con­
gratulate us on winning the ' Daily Herald ' 
Korth Western Area Quali fying Round of the 
Second Section :.Ja:tional Brass Band Contest, 
held at Blackburn, Sth February. The success 
of our band smce its inauguration last J une 
may be described at phenomenal, gaining fonrlh 
prize at Rochdale last October, second prize at 
Wigan last November and first p rize at Bl�ck­
burn in February. T have on more occas10ns 
than one heard it said : ' Well they ought to, 
it's Leyland J\Iotors.' l would hastily point out, 
that we have no special privileges, and as yet, 
no . one has been employed simply because he is 
a bandsman. The secret is that we are a happy 
and contented band, and some of our players 
travel many miles to rehearsals. Prior to 
Blackburn contest and despite adverse weather 
conditions, five rehearsals were held that week 
with 100 per cent. attendance. Mr. H. Moss 
has been giving the band his usual instrndwns, 
and in the hands of our Bandmaster, J\fr. J. A. 
Hughes who handles the band with okill on the 
platfon;1, they earned their j ust reward:' 
� � � � 
" FAIRPLA Y "  writes : 
" There seems to be a lol of unrest al the 
moment amongst Bands and Bandsmen with re­
gard to the ' Daily Herald ' Contests and the 
rules of same. Cheetham Hill Public <lid not 
attend the Blackburn Contest because they were 
notified by the ' Daily Herald ' that their 
euphonium player was not a bona fi<le member 
of their Band. Well here are the facts. He 
played with them at all Contests last year in­
cluding the ' Daily Heral d ' Contests, also at 
the majority of their engagemenl?. So what 
has a player to <lo to become a bona ficle member 
of any Band ? To the ' Daily Herald ' I would 
say, look at your Rules again, because . I l}:i.pp.en 
to know of three players who played 111 Dady 
Herald ' Contests at Bolton and Blackburn who 
were not members o f  the bands they played 
with." 
� � � 0 
)fr .  J .  MEREDITH, be.crcta�� ' w1 ites : 
" I  shal l  bo ve1 y much obl iged if yon will 
J c t  the b rass band pnb l,c know that St8;1Y­
hndgu Ol d are stil l funct ioning . Dur �ng 
the late war we were attached to th"'. ?oth 
Cheshire Reaiment Home Guard . \Ve 3 orne ll 
with uepletetl ranks , having l?st all but 
one of our cornet rank alo11g 'nth our two 
ymmg but prom ising eupl10n1rnm p layers , 
sorry to say one wil l  not i eturn .  Du1111 g 
U1,J.6 we beg; an to i eorganise and i n  _the 
�om i n g  sen son ,rn are makmg every effort 
Lo attain the pl ace once so prou dly held 
by the; band \Ve a ro members of the 
L . B . B . A .  at whose contest at St. Helem w1: 
made onr first step. Although not amo11g 
the pri�es we belieYe we made a good sho·,y 
anc1 al l our own players .  \Ve are sbl� tl1c 
o l dest brass bam1 in England (estab!J sh€ rl 
1814) for I have ren d of others claim ing 
that d i stin cl10u . " 
� 0 � � 
� U SSIONEH. writes : Thornton Hall 
)fission are gomg strong, now that sotn•3 
of the ir members have come back from tl1e 
ForcP s .  l n December tlicy appointed et 
new bandmaster a s  the old one wished to 
rnsign.  'J'hey had a band nfternoon oil th e 
5th of Jan uary , and gave a good pro­
o-ramme under the chrcc·tion of I\[r. Petrie 
Lhe new bandmaster .  During the after­
noo n ,  t11uy made a presentation to th� 
retir;ng bnndma ster , )fr. Sbthers " 
0 � � � 
l\Ir. vY. i\IcI::\!TY RE, secretary of the West of 
Scotland A.B A . ,  wntcs : " For some time now 
our Associatwn have been in consultation with 
t he Glasgow Education Authorities with regard 
to opening evening classes for brass band 
members . I am pleased to report that our 
evemng classes started on �ovember 7th, in 
Church Street School, Glasgow, 27 members of 
Glasgow bands attended our openmg night. 
This was indeed a good response, cons1de11ng 
that some of the leading bands have rehearsals 
on a 1 hur,,day cvenmg, but l am sure that we 
can do be tter. Our classes arc divided into iwo 
sections, i u mor section, for all member" 14 to 1 9  
years o f  age, t o  study theory and practical 
lessons ; semor section, for all oycr 20 years of 
age, lo sludy for bandmastership .  The fee is only 
5/- for each pupi l . I may say that tins is only a 
begmning of our efforts . "  
� 0 � � 
TYE.E wntes : " Smee �ovember lst the 
Wakefield Old Band have beeh known as Lhe 
City of Wakefield Band, with l\Ir \Villiarn 
Foster, �I.D.  and j\,lr, Squire Hallas, B M. The 
City of \\"akcficld Band gaye their first per­
formance at the \\'inter Garden, Leeds Town 
Hall on Sunday, No-.-eml>cr :.lrd, before an 
:i.udicnce of 4 , 100. 1 hc standard of the bands' 
performances could ieadily be j udged L>y the 
long and rapturous applause that succeeded each 
Ltem. i\Ir. Stewart J ones \Vest Ardsley, was 
responsible for the four supporting ar l1stes. The 
band arc booked for a return ' isit 111 February . " 
0 0 � 0 
l'ROGH.ESS wntc� : " I�chcarsab resemble a 
bceluve 111 the Hartlcpools PublLc bandroom 
.\n average of twenty 1s a healthy sign. The 
1eason why, money spent on choice music 1s 
like war bonds givmg mtcrest. A bonfire of 
programmes that many bands give year after 
year would be a blessmg to many bands and to 
the general pu bl!c Our soloists and q uartette 
parlies did very well at Durham , a second and a 
tlnrd p11ze out of a large entry. Mr. Harold 
Laycock conducted our trombone quartettc 
party at South Shiekls. The band has entered 
the " Daily Herald " contest and our soloists, 
wm or lose, "ill give a good account of thom­
:,elves al r-.ewcasllc 111 Apnl . " 
� � � � 
DRC .11U1ER wi it�s : " \\"ec.I.uesfield haYe 
j ust completed the ir firs t year oi' post-war 
playing; The men h ave eutere<l keenly into 
the woilc and by thei1· own efforts aud 
sau1 ifices have built up a fund for marnteJJ 
ancc, etc . 'L'hey have now secnrcd a ban d  
i o o m  for m id-week practice . The band gave 
several carol services durrng the ChrisLn1<1s 
1�eek and also entertain€d the children at 
the Cottage Homes on Iloxing Day and the 
inmates of the Poor Law lnstitution on 
\londay, December 30th . The band are no'" 
busi ly " orkmg up u ew items for the forth­
comrng seasou aud a l l  the bandsmen nr0 
dorng their utmost to build up a substan­
tial band fund. A l l  they 1rant is just a 
!cw more keen h a nds men. a good season and 
so1ne fine weather, am\ the \Vednesfieltl 
Silver Band will have a place of honour in 
the l\fidla u cl  Band Section . " 
I3ARTONIAN writes " The annual general 
meeting of the Barton Hall Works Band was 
attended by every meml;>er ; the chairman stat­
ing that the close season had in every way been 
the most successful, for not only had a record 
number of engagements been secured, but the 
engagement money was easily the highest m 
the history of the band, and he warmly congratu­
lated everyone for their splendid support. Mr. 
Norman R. Petrie, who has been treasurer 
for the past two years, was appointed business 
manager, with Mr. Albert Dawes as assistant­
sccrctary. Mr. Oliver Howarth, A.Mus.V.C . M . ,  
was unanimously appointed musical director, and 
his two sons, Elgar and Stanford, have now 
joined the band. The new bandmaster is Mr. 
H. Pears'on ,  a most popular member of the 
band. "  
� � � � 
Pl ONEER writes : " Runcom Pioneer had 
a good year in 1946 . They have had thmr 
general meetrng and are lookmg forward to 
a good time in the New Year. With most 
of the bandsmen back from the Forces, tlrny 
hope to do quile a lot . They had a quartette 
party at the British Legion Rally at Weston 
Point. They have a fine conductor in Mr. 
Sam Shone , who has com1ucted tihe band 
ioi man y  years . " 
� � � � 
BltASS BAND LOVER wntes : " l 
l istened to Hebden Bridge at Christmas 
a fter bcrng away from Hebden Bridge for 
twenty years, an<l I only saw one bands­
man and the conductor who were 111 the band 
when it was considered a first-class band. 
They were Mr. S .  'fown send, Bandma ster 
and W. ffa11 1son ,  still playmg solo cornet 
after twenty-eight years . The rest of the 
band 'rere boys,  but I must agree thev 
played wel l . " • 
� � � � 
J\I r. J .  L. COUPLAN D writes : " The 
Immingham and District Brass Band had to 
postpone their Slow Melody Contest on Satur­
day, February Sth owing to the stoppage of 
transport by the snow. It will now take place 
on Saturday, April 1 9th, same place and same 
time. Those who have sent in entry forms 
wil l  be able to come and play, no extra charge 
being made ; those who were unable to attend on 
February Sth may now <lo so, the closmg date 
for entries now being April 12th. The quickest 
way for those coming by train will be to get 
off at Habrough, where our taxis will meet all 
trains." 
� � � � 
BAND LOVER writes : " It is pleasing to 
any brass band enthusiast to notice the deter­
mination and persevei ance the members of the 
Vvalkclcn Prize Band are exercising in their 
effort to place the band on a higher standard. 
A Ladies' Committee has been formed and a 
few efforts have been held which have proved 
very success ful, the last being a dance which 
realised £8 and a j umble sale which made £23. 
The ladies have pledged themselves to work in 
co-operation with the players, and this is a 
great encouragement to all. Well clone, 
Walkden, carry on with the good work, and 
here's wishing you every success i n  all your 
efforts. Eyes of the public are watching you 
with intc.rest a1ij pride." 
� 0 � 0 
\VA)JDERER writes : " Pleased to rc po1 t 
steady progress and well attended rehearsals, in 
spite of the very trying circumstances that liave 
been thrnst upon us recently at Boiton 
Borough's bandroom. Mr. Hughes is gradually 
getting togethe1· well chosen items lo make up 
the various programmes that will be needed for 
the forthcoming season. A well booked list uf 
good engagements is contemplated, whilst I 
may add that some are already booked. On 
enquiry I find many iobs are under negotiation, 
and the committee are expecting to be success ful. 
Bolton Borough attended Blackburn contest, but 
once agam failed to calch the J uclge' s fancy, 
although from much hearsay they were expected 
to be well in the prizes after the good per form­
ance they put up. l trust this recent setback 
will not deter them in their efforts to build up 
the concert band they were before lhe war. 
Perhaps contesting will have to take a rear seat 
now, if it is this band's desire to give full 
satis faction on the concert platform ; then, per­
haps I can recommend W. & R publintions on 
the "uggestecl programmes." 
� � � � 
The HON. SEC RETARY of Barry, Ostlere 
a11<l Shepherd Band writes : " At the ' Daily 
Reco1 cl ' Solo and Quartette Finals, held ii; the 
Lyiic Theatre on Saturday, January 18th, our 
Mixed Quartette carried off the pren11er award 
playing Weber's ' Oberon,' and our four tr om­
bones were third prize winnets with four points 
less. Iu the Solo Section our brilliant trom­
bonist was placed third. Mr. J.  A. Greenwood, 
Birkenhead, was Adi udicator. Be fore the 
awa1 ds were made, all the competitors formed 
a band which, was conducttcl in turn by our 
conduclor, Mr. John Faulds, followed Ly 
Messrs. G. Hawkins, J. Hoggan and E. fel fer. 
The huge audience was thrilled with some very 
fine playing, especially Wagner's Tntroduction 
to Act I I I  ' Lohengrin.' In view of our band's 
success, we hope to compete m the British 
Championship Quartette Contest at Oxford, pro­
moted by Morris �1otors." 
� � 0 � 
SCRI BE f rom Horclcn wntes : " Once again 
our band have entered for the Area Contest 
which will be held at Newcastle, l\farch l st, 
1 947. The band have agam engaged M r. Vv. 
Lowes f rom Carlisle to coach them and they 
have the test piece well in hand. Barring acci­
dents, they hope to figure well up in the prizes. 
Mr. Scoins has clone a lot of hard work with 
the band on this test an<l it only required Mr. 
Lowes for a little polish up, so we hope for the 
best results." 
NORTHERNER writes : " A  very successful 
concert was given by the Blackhall Colliery 
Band (Harold Laycock conducting) on the 9th 
of February, at the Rocks Cinema, t•) a 
crowded audience despite the bad weather, 
Miss Jean Sa.nclerson (cornet) and Harold Nash 
(trombone) were the star artistes, and brought 
down the house. As the entire proceeds were 
for tlie Boys' Band Instrument Fund, these 
young artistes certainly demonstrated what 
could be made possible for the future ge11e1a­
tion. A total of over £50 was realised for this 
good cause, and a repeat performance is de­
manded at a near date, probably at West Hartle­
pool Town Hall. The band are d11e for broad­
cast again on March 2 1 st.'' 
Mr. · G. H. BICKNELL, Chairman_ of the 
Birmingham and District . Association, writes : 
" Our annual meeting was held on SaturJay, 
January 25th at the Crown Hotel, Corporation 
Street, Birmingham. ln spite of vyintry con­
ditions, there was quite a good attendance of 
representatives. Quite a lpng discussion took 
place regarding the Educational Cla,,ses-lhis 
urgent matter is very slow i11 commencing and 
one that we cannot afford to neglect-evidently 
the delay has been caused by the Educational 
Authorities at Warwick and therefore was not 
the fault of the Association. Valuable time is 
being lost, especially when every band is cry­
ing out for youth, and unless some mterest 1s 
created the youth eligible will have lost interest 
or been conscripted into the Forces. The bal­
ance sheet presented was accepted although the 
only income was froru bands' subscriptions. It 
was only through the Massed Band Concert at 
Wolverhampton in 1945 that the balance sheet 
.showed a profit at all. This is a serious state 
of affairs. Nothing was organised last year by 
the Association to help create interest, and it  
does not help towards bands i oining the !\sso­
ciation unless we can offer more than meeting 
after meeting and not a thing to show for it. 
A suggestion was put forward by M r. H. 
Heyes that the Association hold a iull band 
contest during the latter part of the season-and 
as it was for the benefit of the funds no prize 
money to be given-but to compete for prizes. 
This is a good idea, so it  is  hoped that all bands 
in membership will co-operate and see that it  
is a success. This matter will  be thoronghly 
gone into at the next meeting, which is on 
Saturday, March 22nd. The Association are 
very fortunate in having the ad vice on all 
matters musical of such brass band stalwarts 
as Messrs. Ike. Perrin, Roland Davies, and 
Harry Heyes." 
� � - � � 
OLD CONTESTER writes : 
" Hade Edge, without either light or fuel ior 
their ba.ndroom, were in a difficult position until 
their president, Mr. L. Baddeley (the 'bus pro­
prietor) invited them to rehearse in his garage, 
and there have been good attendances of the 
bandsmen as the garage makes an excellent 
bandroorn. The band are preparing for Holm­
firth, Leicester, and the " Daily Herald " con 
tests, and have engaged Mr. G. Hespe as pro­
fessional teacher, the bandmaster being Mr. A. 
Robinson. M r. Baddeley i s  a good president and 
takes a great interest in the band." 
� � <;) � 
Mr. G. G. FRANKLAND, assistant secre­
tary, writes : . " EAST AN GLIAN BRASS 
BAND ASSOCIATION. The annual gene1 at 
meeting of the E.A.B.B.A. was held at the 
Gmldhall, Thetford, on Saturday, l 'ebruary 
22nd. ::.1r. R. E. Austin presided. Representa­
tives of 14 bands from Norfolk, Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire braved the awful weather con­
ditions to attend. Three Reepham bandsmen 
were snowboun<l in a train which was stuck 
fast in a snow drift between Aylsham and 
Buxton Lamas for nearly six hours, an<l so 
missed the meeting. The general secretary's re­
port was read, m the absence through illness of 
M r. E. T. Ruffles. This was a very encourag­
ing report stating that there were now 30 bands 
in membership. Pre-war activities such as the 
annual contest, and the great summer rally at 
Great Yarmouth, were to be b1 ought into being 
again this year, also the contest to be held at 
:->t. Andrew's Hall, Norwich, on Ea,,ter Monday, 
the rally in July, the Norfolk Band Fbtival 
which would be resumed again in J unc at Reep­
ham, and a great contest at Cambridge on Whit 
Monday. The report was adopted 'V1th thanks, 
and a vote of condolence passed to M r. H.uftles. 
The meeting then turned its hand lo the most 
important of its duties, that of grading the 
bands for 1 947. This resulted as follow:. : ­
Class A : Cambridge British Legion, Cambridge 
Railway, D rayton B ritish Legion, East Dere­
ham British Legion, Kings Lynn, Norwich Lads 
Club, Soham, Sheringham Temperance, March 
Railway, lvlanea, Cawston and District, Le wes­
toft  B ritish Legion, and Reepham. Class TI : 
Fakenham Town, Hilgay, Royston Town, Wig­
genhall, and Littleport. Class C : Haverhil l ,  
Blofield, Hindolvestone, Lakenheath, Y./atton, 
Combs, New Buckenham Imperial, \.Yicken 
Coronation, Aylsham, and Reepham Juniors. 
The officers were re-elected as follows : Chair­
man, M r. R. E. Austin (Cambridge) ; (,eneral 
Secretary, Mr. E. T. J< uftles ; Assistant Secre­
tary, Mr. G. G. Frankland ; Treasurer, Mr E. 
G. Suffling ; Registrar, Mr. R. W. Dixon. 
Executive : The Officers, wilh Soham, Norwich 
Lads Club, Drayton, Cambridge British Legion, 
Littleport, Kings Lynll, and \Vatton. The test 
pieces for Easter Monday were announced as 
follows : Class A, " Recollections of �v[endels­
sohn." Class B, " May Day." Class C, " Pride 
of the Forest " (all W. & R.). At the con­
clusion of the meeting, it  was announ-:cd that 
a great Massed Bands Concert would be held 
m St. Andrew's Hall ,  Norwich, on Sunday, 
March 1 6th, in aid of the funds of Norwich 
Lads Club." 
� � � � 
M r. W. R CLAYTON, secretary of Colc�hill 
and Maxstoke Ex-Service Men's Club Band, 
wnles : " May I express my thanks through, 
your paper to all those bandsmen and suppm ters 
who braved the weather to attend our first 
Annual Solo and Qnartette Contest on Satur­
day, 22ncl February. The attendance was rt'ally 
excellent and when I saw the party arrive from 
Kent (Erith British Legion) and soloists from 
Gloucester, Bridgenorth, etc., I realised that we 
still have " bandsmen " who will go throu,;h fire 
and water (and snow) for a contest. Thank 
you one and all." 
OBSERVER writes : " Lymingtoa Borough 
held their annual meeting recently and received 
with regret the resignation of l\Ir. Charles 
Downs, their hon. secretary for the past 22 
years. He has been a member for 48 years and 
now feels that the time has come for a younger 
man to take over, He still continues as the 
flute/piccolo player for the band. Special 
tribute was paid to him at the meeting es1Jecially 
for his work during the war years in keeping 
things going whilst the younger men were away 
in the Forces. Anolher tribute was accorded 
to Mr. A. Northover (bass) with over 40 years 
service. The new secretary is M r. C. Turner, 
" Four Shells," Katherine Road, Lymington, 
Hanls Jl.Ir. Turner is a keen musician and 
works very hard for the band, so should be a 
great help in these difficult clays. The band­
master is (for the coming year) Mr. '0/. 
Ilitchener, formerly their solo clarinet. The 
band has been in existence for nearly 70 years, 
a splendid achievement." 
PERSONAL$ 
CONGRATULATIONS to Mr . H. 
l\JIDDLEMAS, of Oaken shaw, Co . Durham, 
Q.n . passmg the Bandsman's . College 
Advanced Grade Examurnt10n with an 
aggregate of 75 per cent. after passmg the 
Elementary Grade six months ago wibh 
honours. He is well known in the North 
as a· solo horn player, having played for 
Bhwkh al l  Coll iel'y, , Brari.cepeth Colliery and 
Newbiggin .  His teacher is  Mr. J. R. Carr, 
A .R .C .M . , B . B . C . M . ,  of Newbiggin, North­
umberland . " 
� 0 � � 
Mr. J. LEVICK, bandmaster of Shir� 
brook Silver , writes : "I never realised what 
p le asu re could be derived by a visit to the 
A . 0. M.F.  examinat10n until Saturday, 
October 12th, when I paid a visit to that 
event. I came away with the impression that 
1t was one of the best afternoons that I had 
.spent during the whole of my 50 years band 
experience . The officials deserve a lot · of 
thanks for the great amount · of time and 
1vork they have to put i n  to organise these 
events, particularly Mr. I .  Perrin (Chair­
man) ,  Mr. J. Clarkson and Mr. H. Collier , 
the Secretaries. While sitting there, and after 
returning home, I gave a lot of thought 
to it, and wondered how we can get bands­
men more interested in the B.0.1\1. and the 
A . O . M. F. Mr. Perrin said in hi-a remarks . 
They would very much like to be able to 
give more than one Scholarship but at the 
moment, owmg to lack of funds, could not 
do so. A magmficent gift of £20 was handed 
over from the famous Besses Band ; sp lendid 
practical help. Can we got the many re-3pect-
1ve Brass Band Associations to take the 
matter up, and try to an� ange an "Al€X 
Owen" day, e ach bandsman to contribute 
say. 6d. or more ? This would provide a good 
ctmount and he lp the Officials consiaerably 
111 their desires to provide more Scholarships 
for the youngsters, which I am sure would 
bo for the bene fit of the whole ban<l world 
in the future . In conclusion , I greatly 
appreciate the pleasant chat I had with Mr. 
f. Atkrnson , from whom I received valuable 
information relative to Educational Classes 
l\1r. A tkrnson is doing a grand job , " 
� � � � . 
Mr. H. DAY, secretary of Gawthorpe Victoria, 
\\ nies : " Our annual general meetmg was held 
on Sunday, December Sth, when the secretary 
gave his 47th annual report on the band's 
activities during 1 946, which showed that they 
have had a busy season. Sorry to say they 
have had not much luck m the .Contest field. 
We ate hopeful of better results 111 1947. I was 
re-elected agam as Secretary for the 4 7th suc­
cessive year. I thmk this will be a record and 
I should like to know if there is anyone with a 
better record than this ." 
� � � l� L� 
Mr. J. C. Wl�BSTEH. write s : " A s 
adjudicator of the senior section in the 
Ripley Solo Contest, imagine my amaze­
ment on learning that 1 had presented the 
first five prizes to youngsters whose ages 
ranged from twelve years to seventeen· 
year s . Judging by the breadth of style, 
tonal quality and gener al warmth of play­
ing, I thought I was dealmg with players 
Jf w1llo experience . ·wel l ,  therein lies a 
lesson .  \Ve o f  the older school must not 
treat these you ngsters too lightly. They 
ure goou, \rnl l  t aught and kee n .  Moreover, 
they have learned by the mistakes which 
we made. \Ve must give them credit for 
what they can do , for they will win again , 
is fur ther results will prove . And let ' s 
hope they do. " 
� � � � 
M r. C. A. ANDERSON, of Leicester, 
writes : " Herewith matter for advert. I would 
like bands to note my change of address. I 
have been engaged once again for the London 
and Home Counties Band Association, a con­
secutive nm of 15 years ; this record speaks for 
itsel f. Have also been engaged to Judge at 
Swinton, Malton, Yorks , on Whit Monday : 
" Recollections of Mendelssohn," a fine selection. 
Re " Daily Herald " Contests, I cannot under­
stand the melhod of rnnning these contests. All 
bandsmen do not read the paper and I have 
many reC{uests to know if  a contest is being 
held at Leicester this year. This I put clown 
to it not being a.nnounced in the B.B.:.J. (not 
your fault and not mine). However, the Con­
tests are taking place as follows ; Saturday, 
Apnl Sth, De Montfort Hall, third and fourth 
Sections ; Monday, April 7th, De Montfort 
Hall, first and second Sections. At the moment 
the entries are : first, 15 bands ; second, 15  
bands ; third, 18  bands ; 4th, 2 2  bands."  
� � � � 
The SALVAT ION ARMY YEAR BOOK 
(1947), which is the forty-second yearly issue, 
provides a very interesting record of the work 
of the Army in all parts of the world, and con­
tains a mme of information for all interested, 
about one of the world's greatest religious 
organisations ; for the Salvationist it is  an in­
dispensable guide to events of the Army year, 
S.A. personalities, and activities in every land. 
It is  a valuable work of reference as well as 
being a very interesti11g and readable book. 
� � 0 0 
Mr. HAROLD BARKER, of Eckington, 
wntcs : " I regret to report the death of our 
solo trombone player, M r. Alfred Bryan, aged 
26 years. A fter six years in the Services, he 
returned to work in the mine. Living in a 
desolate place some three miles from Eckington, 
he was isolated for seven clays, owing to the 
heavy snow drifts, and unable to attend his 
work ; on resuming work the first day he was 
killed by a fall of roof. Our deepest sympathy 
goes to his wifo and child: 
� � � � 
Mr. H. L. KEARSLEY, of West Calder, 
writes : " Except for private pupils, 1 have 
been forced during the past few years to relin­
quish band work owing to domestic troubles. 
I have, however, been persuaded to take over 
the \Vhitburn Miners Welfare Band as it  is 
quite easily accessible and does not entail me 
bemg away for too long a period. I find quite 
a young enthusiastic lot of lads in the s<>nior 
band (average age about 20), with a j unior 
section of 12 boys. I must congratulate Mr. 
Dewar, the bandmaster, on his guod j ob of 
work, and to him must go the credit for any 
achievement sustaine.d. The material is  full of 
promise, and I hope that by M r. Dewar and 
myself working together we will have quite a 
good combination in a short while." 
�OUTH-WEST LAN CASHIRE ' compete from many parts of Lancashire and 
I :Yorkshire. Anyone who desires at least five hours of real contesting entertainment can have Whatever opinions one may have regar�ing his or her fill for the cost of entrance to a foot­
the wisdom or otherwise of early contestmg, ball match. The date is March 29th. 
after the " Daily Herald " Area Contest at Two rne1ody contests are also booked for 
Blackburn few who attended can be in any Wigan and Haigh. These events �hould be 
doubt the' choice of February is anything but supported, particularly those bands and bands­
a fitti'ng period for important events . . True, it men should be present who by mea_n� of con­
happened to coincide with the most wmtry dc.y tests have made good. When the spmt of con­
of the past SO years. Consequently, the e�try testmg fails, so does the whole structure of 
of 25 bands was reduced to 14 �ompem1g. the brass band movement. 
Seven in each section, and a handful o� en- A letter reaches me to say, and with regret, to 
thusiasts braved the arctic weather to listen. those that knew Mr. George Fryer, cornet so!oist 
As some of the absentee bands had but a short while in the Warrington district with the Pen­
distance to travel, while others suffered long keth Tannery and other bands, that he has 
distance travelling, it was thought reasons other suffered the loss of his good wife. She was a 
than snow drifts were the ca:is� of failu�e to Warrington lady and was the niece of Mr. W. 
appear. Perhaps this disappo��tmg expenenc� Rutter, the well-known Wa:rington bandsman. 
at Blackburn will cause the Daily Herald Those who !mew George will no doubt extend 
contest management to realise �hat th� unc;r- to him their sincere sympathy. 
tain month of February is a bit previous •?r The May contest at Belle Vue i s  close at hand. 
successful contesting. I believe already we m The probability is there will be neither snow 
Lancashire are not likely next year to be cal.led drifts or a coal shortage, and may be not much 
upon so early. Considering all the depressmg overtime, to give bands the excuse for not con­
circumstances, the contests, both at Bolton the testing. This is an opportunity to combine 
week previous and the one at Blackburn, cannot pleasure with contesting. I trust the Southwest 
be said to have been too disappointmg, and one Lancashire bands will assert themselves on this. 
must pay tribute to Mr. �ixon and �is st.aff day and rais� themselves from the l?w_ly posi­
for the cheerful and methodical manne� ,m :-vhich tion into which they appear to be dnftm�. 
the little difficulties were overcome. l heir �o- SUB R O ::i A. 
operation with the officials �f the Lancaslure �----
Bands Association resulted 111 a sn�ooth and 
efficient management of the whole affair, worthy BRISTOL D ISTRICT 
of a more tangible reward. Perhap� under the 
circumstances, more cheerful and popular test 
pieces would have been more acceptable. 
At Bolton, on February l st, the first and 
fourth sections provided two good �ont�sts, the 
first particularly so. The first meetmg 111 com­
bat of the Fodens and Faireys bands was the 
main cause for interest. Both band� put . up 
grand performances, th.e general feelmg be1_n
g 
Fodens would win, Faireys second, a�d Wm­
gates third. Those three were outsta:idmg, and 
C.W.S. were equally wortb;Y of bemg placed 
fourth. The Adj udicators evidently he<;rd some­
thing that most of the audience had missed, for 
their decision was Faireys first, Fodens second, 
Wingates third, and C.W.S. fourth. Nelson 
Old, I understand, were place� fiftI: and Ho.r­
wich Old sixth. Thus, Lancashire this yea.� will 
not be represented at the Albert Hall F mals. 
N ever before has this county been absen� from 
a National Championship . Contest. A . c1rcum
­
stance that should our Bickershaw fnends be 
conscious �f our humility, may cause us to be 
more fully represented at the next ar�a 
championship. I t  may be, �esses a!so, will 
think over this subject of fallmg pr�st1ge. . 
The contest for second and third section 
bands at Blackburn provided another tussle be­
twixt two bands who are likely to become keen 
rivals in the race for honours. Leyland Motors 
and Tweedale and Smalleys will probably meet 
many times during the present year and others 
following. At the moment the motor men are 
on top. This may be reversed at the next meet­
ing, probably :1� Belle Vue. Mr. �arold Mo.ss 
i s  a regular visitor to Leyland, while Mr. Chf-f 
Jones does likewise at Tweedale and S!nalleys. 
At Blackburn, Leyland were awarded . hrst and 
Tweedale and Smalley second. . This result 
gives some indication of what is to follo':"· 
Dobcross, an old timer, with Mr. Jas. �latt m 
command, may make the best do the1.r best. 
First at Wigan and third at Blackburn is good 
going for a Subscriptio:i band. Pen�berton. O�d 
were highly pleased with fourth pnze. :r heir 
performance in parts showed some of t�e1r old 
time brilliancy. A fine tonal effect, particularly 
in the hymn movement of the test piece, proved 
great possibilities of further progre.ss. �fr. 
Jas. Fairhurst is confident he can aga1� b_nng 
honours to the " Rat Pit." Haydock Colliery, 
still with Mr. J. Stevens as . conductor, were 
somewhat disappointed returnmg hon�� empty 
handed. Mr. Stevens has much ":mb1tI01� and 
enthusiasm and has a good conception of 111ter­
pretation. Were his ban.d1 or some of �he_n1
, 
possessed of similar 9-ualities, much of hi s 111-
tentions would be realised. . . . 
Ca.dishead Public, in the Champ1onsh1p secr�on 
at Bolton, appeared not quite prepared for h�gh 
stakes. Now their returned players are gettmg 
settled down and practices being regularly 
attended much can be expected. Nothing less 
than a first dass band i s  their aim. 
Edge Hill, also in the Championship contest, 
gave a surprisingly good performance, full of 
merit and many of the characteristic features 
well brought out. A little more intensive re­
hearsing might have altered the awards. 
I regret that several of this district's bands 
were marked off as absentees at both Bolton 
and Blackburn. Wigan Boro, Parr Temper­
ance, and Parr Public for some reason failed to 
appear. It was explained that the mability to 
get full rehearsals was the chief cause. 'Well, 
I khow of some of the bands who were awarded 
prizes who told truthfully of the same failing. 
Bands who seize upon any excuse to j ustify 
their absence from contests will get nowhere. 
The policy of the line of least resistance i s  
never progressive. 
I understand Barton Hall will contest until 
success comes their way. The band are in pro­
cess of being built up, and officers have been 
elected who are really interested. Many years 
have been wasted in the effort to raise a good 
baind here. The first essential is a �ood secre­
tary, which I believe they already have. 
Secondly, the band must have the best possible 
tuition. It does not make for progress, tinker­
ing about with different conductors. [f a band 
gets a good man, give him the best possible 
chance. 
Although I often see the officials of Earlstown 
tJresent at the various contests, the band as a 
whole have apparently no liking for active con­
testing. Does their past history count for 
nothing, or are they j ust biding their time until 
success is j ust round the corner ? Mr. C. Jones, 
conductor, and J. Wilson, hon. secretary, know 
enough about contesting to inspire half a dozen 
bands, so why hesitate ? 
I hear that there may be, later in the year, a 
contes� at Warrington, and the test piece that 
melodious arrangement " Recollections of Men­
delssohn." Will this hint awaken any interest 
around that district ? In the near future at 
least six bands will be claiming to be at full 
strength. As there may be a prize for best 
local, a good contest between them is possible 
The advert columns of the B.B.N. tell us of 
several quartette and slow melody conte5ts to 
take place. \,Yindsor Institute are offering very 
attractive trophies and prize money for quartette 
and melody contests. Anyone attending is 
assured of a warm welcome and something to 
eat. Windsor Institute is in Sal ford, which one 
can reach by rail or road. Competitors will 
Glad to hear Kingswood Evangel broadcast­
ing again during the month. I hinted last month 
they will have lO be reckoned with at iutm e 
contests, and their performance proves it. The 
band is one of our oldest broadcastl'l1g bands-
1 926-27 I believe ·was their first performance 
from Cardiff. I hear that entries are commg 
in well for the Quartette Contest on March 8th. 
I have to record the passing of one of our 
oldest bandsmen 111 Mr. H. W. (l'red) Pyke, 
who died at Kingswood on February l st, aged 
8 1 .  He was one of the rank and file bandsmen 
who really comprise the backbone of most 
bands. Loyal St. George, Bristol Britannia, 3rd 
V.B. Glos. Regimental, and Bristol Victoria 
were his bands, and he had much to do with 
the very successful number of contests run in 
connection with the Whitehall Flower ShrJw. 
Mr. Pyke was always very proud '.:lf the fact 
that he once played at the September Belle Vue 
contest with either Bristol Britannia or the 
Glos. Regimental Band-I am not sure which. 
The band was conducted by Mr. Alex. Owen, 
and were placed sixth m front of tne great 
Besses of that day. Our condolences go to his 
widow and 1elatives-a 'ion and tw.) grandsons 
will carry on the banding tradition. 
Although out of th1� area somewhat, I 
attended the Swindon Cont..!st on February 8th. 
This contest attracted a nice:: entry and M rs. 
Bradbury (secretary) and Mr. C. Winstone 
(organiser) were well satisfied. M r. T. J .  
Powell, of Melingriffith, deputised in the "box" 
for Mr. G. Mercer who was ill. Mr. Powell's 
deciswns were well received and were in 
general accord ; they proved to be a .tnurnphal 
march for Morris Motors as they won first aud 
second in Slow Melody and first. and second m 
Quartettes ; Mr. Henry Freeman, �me-time solo 
horn for Fishponds B. L., played m an <>cc:om­
phshed manner in the Morris first prize party. 
Wellworthy Piston Ring,!; Works Band were 
third and Bristol St. John Ambulance (fourth) 
1 ust 'managed to appear in the prizes ; J don't 
think they played quite so well as at Gloster ; 
however, they are getting the right e x:per}ence, 
and 1 have no doubt they will show up at h.mgs­
wood. 
Fishponds Argyle party, this time under Mr. 
A. Watts, put up a good show on a d1ff1�ult 
piece which I thought proved rather exhaustmg 
to the boy solo cornet ; however, they were close 
up, sixth out of 14 parties and �Ir. vVat�s was 
quite satisfied as they came to gam expenence. 
Chipperham Town trombone party I thought 
played well, better in fact than at Gloster, Mr. 
Havenhand (from Yorkshire) is used to the 
ups and downs of contesting so won't be dis­
couraged from trying again. To speak frankly, 
quite a number of the parties . were ou.tc�assed 
by the Morris Motors parties (m my opm1on at 
least) so that I think it would have been better 
if two sections for quartettes had been. n:n, and 
this applied to Gloster as well, as I mtimated 
to M r. Etheridge (whom I was pleased to meet), 
and I c:onsider second sections should have one 
set of quartettes only to choose f rom, such as 
W. & R. No. 2 set for example ; it would . be 
more encouraging to the smaller and ;;tnyi;glmg 
bands who have the spirit but not qmte the 
abilities of the works bands. I hope p1 omoters 
will consider this next yea1 and I should be 
pleased to enlarge on the ways and means of 
running two-section contests 1 f  any promoter 
cares to write to me. . 
The Junior section was �er haps t�1e only thm 
section, there being only tour entries ani two 
prizes, both won by boys from Park �treet 
Mission (Gloster), J. Hodge, tenor horn, 
and D. Whiting, tenor horn. This band boasted 
the only lady player in the co1�test, Mrs Hoclg_e, 
who did her bit nobly in spite of a certam 
amount of agitation over a certain bar in the 
second line of the quartette. 
WE STERN BOOM. 
----� 
CENTRAL SCOTLAND 
About forty, or more, bands have bee,
!; Jiu.sy 
this last few weeks preparing for the I!a1ly 
Herald " Area Contest, which was held in 
Edinburgh on February 1 5th. The first and 
second classes were held in the Usher Hall, and 
the third and fourth in the Drill Hall nearby. 
It seems a pity that the organisers could not 
find a better place than the Drill Hall. or harl 
another day for the contest for th1rd and 
fourth sections. I do not think the attendances 
of the public were so good as last year, but 
the weather and travel difficulties might account 
for this. The test-pieces were certainly not 
favourites with the general public though they 
may have become better liked as the contest 
went on, but they were certainly not popular. 
Congratulations to all prize winners. There 
was a tragi;:: occurrence during the playing of 
the second section. When the Selkirk Band 
had finished their performance and ;:?;One off the 
platform their conductor, M r. T. 'rounµ-, 
dropped dead in an adjoining room. Of course, 
the news soon got about and during the interval 
one of the officials <l!nt}otmceu it to the audience 
and asked them to stand for a minute's si lence. 
Sympathy will be expressed by all to his family 
and relatives. SANDY McSCOTTTE. 
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C ORRESPONDEN CE 
BELLE V UE AND CONTESTS 
'l'O THlEJ EDITOR OF THE " BRIA.SS BAND �]')WS " 
Sll',-I see that my name appears in a 
letJ:er d1
1
scussmg the effect of applause upon 
a Judge s dec1s10n, but I WISh to assure 
readers that no experienced adj udicator ever 
allows rapturou1> applause before or after 
a performance to miluence his decis10n i n  
any way, n o r  does a n  impressive silence 
before the band starts have the shghtc:st 
effect upon his considerat1011 of the band' s 
playmg. He j udges the band upon its play­
mg alone. 
Frequently a band has received an 
ovat10n before startmg to play and a sunil:1r 
one at the end while the actual performance 
has been quite mediocre, possibly due to 
the presence of a very large number of 
supporters who have j ourneyed with the 
band to cheer it on. 
. Whatever may :have been the real mten­
tion of the Helle Vue authonti_es in askrng for applause to be delayed until the band 
has . . finished playmg, there is surely the adcht10nal reason that applause dunng the 
last fow bars (or even earlier) would prevent the j udge f1 om hearing every note from begmnmg to end. 
If the suggest10ns made by Mr. Easit"\\ ood 
would put the bands at ease , then they 
should be considered, but, speakmg for 
myse l f  (and for the many with whom 1 have 
adjudicated) applause has not the slightest 
effect upon the clec1s10n .-Yours, etc . ,  
HAROLD 0 .  IDKD. 
BELLE V UE AND CONTESTS 
'l'O '.l'RE E(DITOH OJ<' '.l'EIE " BRASS ll!AND :NE�V1S." 
Sir,-1 must commend Mr . Eastwood o n  h i s  letter with reference t o  h i s  A.B.C.  idea and " ou1L1 po111t out that the whole scheme 
is ".el l .worth a t11al , even if un ly for the on gmahty. 
However, the powers that be a i e  the 
oi�es to put this suggcst10n rnto opera ton ; 
sti l l , personally, I would like to see it trie.:l out and also the other sore pomt-­
adj u<licators. Now tl1enl why should th0rc 
be two or more adjudicators when one 
really good brass band adj udicator would 
suffice ? How often have bands had to 
stand rnther bad decisions through 
absolute difference of op1111on from two or 
more adjudicators. ? 
I h ave in my possession ample proof of  
thi� kind of work, viz., contest 1 emarks 
which go to prove my pomt in wnting th1& 
letter, and to illustrate how more than one 
j udge can upset the whole iesult of a 
contest and at the same time break a 
band ' s  faith in honest contesting. Stiange 
t� relate one of these adj udi�ator'.s. remarks, give the . band enough credit for ;:m easy second pnze, wlulst the other adj udicator' s  
remai l, s  arc rcuJly not worth the paper t'hey 
are written on . Still more strangely do l 
find the identical number of pomts--enough 
said . 
It i s quite possible that the band who 
received t'hese remarks will not attend B.V.  
again a s  a result.-Yours, 
BAND SECRETARY. 
----�-��-
SOUTH WEST SCOTLAND 
After an absence of six years, Darvel gave 
a broadcast from the B.B C. Exhibition, Town 
Hall, Ayr, last month. In the continued absence 
of Mr. Rogan, Mr. Hawkins took char,5e of 
the band ; they were in fine form and rccei ,·ed 
congratulations from far and near. 
There were a few surprises at the " Daily 
Herald " Contest, Edinburgh. Mr. Hawkins 
did very well with Parkhead and K1lsyth. Colt­
ness have struck a bad patch ; they were not in 
the best of form and could have done with more 
rehearsing. 
Dalmellington ma.de an appearance at Edin­
burgh. Although not successful it is good to 
see them having a go at contesting aga111 ; bemg 
in an outlying district they are handicapped 
considerably. 
Kilmarnock Burgh have appointed a new 
bandmaster, Mr. Mathieson, in succ:oss10n to 
Mr. Oddy, who retired after 25 years service. 
REGAL. 
----�----
GLOUCESTERSHIRE NOTES 
Swindon G.W.H.. Staff Assoc1at10n Stiver 
Band's Solo and Quartette Contest, held on 
February 8th. I have not heard anything of 
how this event went off, so regret that 1 am 
unable to give any details o E same. I sincerely 
trust, however, that you were well supported 
111 entries, and that you had a success [ ul day 
Mr. Winstone. 
Gloucester S. A. had several eh tllf.C5 lately 
owing to resigr.ations and call up, but l under­
stand that they have managed to overcome this 
difficulty by a reshuffle and are no-.v going on 
very well. They gave a good pro6rarnme 1 e­
cently at the Gloucester Prison. lnciuded " ere 
two trombone solos, ably rendered by Bandsman 
F. Naylor, recently transfen ed from Sheffield. 
Sharpnes5· Silver : It is to be very much 
regretted that at a meeting held recently, it 
was decided to close down. The instrnments 
are to be sold and the money held in the bank, 
so I take it from this that it is only a tem­
porary measure. I trust that this is rn and 
that before long you will be able to get going 
again Mr Nash. 
Glo'shtre Associa tiou Solo and Quart�ttc Con­
test. Last month I mentioned that there \\ as 
a possibility of the date being altered from 
March 8th to 22nd. I have heard nothing fur­
ther regarding thio so it looks very much like 
the event being put off indefinitely for sume 
reason or other. Perhaps Mr. Durn can �1ve 
us some information regarding same. 
Park Street Mission are proud of their young 
horn player, John Hodge, who has followed his 
success at Swindon, where he won first prize, 
with a fine wm at Coles hill against g1 eater 
opposition. Another promising yo11ng horn 
player is David Whiting, 1 1  years, who was 
placed second at Swindon in his first contest. 
The band have held their A.G M. when the 
treasurer reported a good year, with a sub­
stantial balance in the bank. The band a re to 
have a supper, and the arrangements are in the 
capable hands of the Ladies Committee. This 
committee have worked splendidly during the 
year and have been responsible for bunging 
t25 mto the band funds. All officers of the 
band were re-elected, with the inclusion of Mr. 
W. Eyles as Deputy Bandmaster. 
WESTEH.N STAL<. 
CLYDESIDE NOTES 
It was with very great pleasure I received at 
long last, official news from one of the Band 
Associations, namely the Glasgow Chanties, per 
their secretary, l\1r. Grona.n. Many thanks M r. 
Cronan, and I hope, now that the ice has been 
broken, that you will continue to sead regular 
items of general interest which I promise will 
be given full publicity here, with a -view to 
helpmg to the best of our ability in making the 
approachmg contest a huge su�cess. l\Iay I 
digress for a moment to request the same con­
sideration [ rom the re,JJect1ve secretaries of the 
Edinburgh Chanties, the Fifeshire Charities, and 
the Sc·ottish Amateur Band Associations. I 
hope the newly e!e-::ted .;ecrel�u y of the 1ast 
named, Mr. Hutchison, will renew the constant 
stream of news items which Mr. Alexander used 
to send alou� iu order to take full advantage of 
the unique position of this purely bandsmen's 
paper which circulates in every d1st11d through­
out the length and breadth of the wuntry, and 
thus reaches the very people whose support i� 
so vital to every contest held. I I  Mr. Hutchison 
will send a copy of the minutes of lus meetings 
as they occur, with any passages deleted which 
he does not want published, I undertake tc, co­
operate with him m givmg the full�st possible 
prominence to current and coming events. I am 
sure he is alert enough to realise the value of 
publicity, and I want to help him to the best 
of my ability in thar connection. 
The Glasgow Charities Association Annual 
Contest will be held m Kelvingrove Park on 
Saturday, 24th May, so will bands please note 
the date and keep it clear. A massed band con­
cert will follow in the evening. Full details 
will follow in due course, when received from 
Mr. G1onan. 
It is very gratifying to !tarn that the Glasgow 
SLck Children's Hospital now contams a cot to 
be called " The Glasgow Charities Band Asso­
ciation Cot," the cost of which has been borne 
by surplus funds accumulated fron1 the ;u;nual 
contests, including the last donation of .£55 from 
the 1 946 event. A formal presentation will be 
made at a future date, to which members will 
be invited, and I trust early intimation will be 
given so that a folly representat1 ve gatheung 
nMy honour the great occasion, for the "tchieve­
ment is something to be proud of. 
Nu news has come to hand officially regard­
ing the ,umual general meeting of the 
S.A B.A., which took place recently, but I 
gather the business was ca1 1 ied throubh satis­
factorily, with no untoward incident to disturb 
the harmony prevailing. The ofJic1als were re­
elected almost to a man. A " ery important 
change was the appointment of a new secretary 
to replace M r. Wilson. Mr. Hutchison bad 
filled the breach a>11d the meeting elected him 
unammously to contmue in the key post, whe1·e 
he must have the fullest encouragement and 
support in order to carry out succe•.s folly hts 
onerous duties. The finances, despite a hss on 
the year's working, are in a thoroughly sound 
condition . The building fund seems to have 
reached a state of stagnation, and a special 
effort to get it  moving seems called for if its 
purpose is to be fulfilled w1thm reasonable time. 
I expect to have Association news regularly nuw 
that the definite appointment of a se,ret,try has 
been made. 
The " Daily Herald " Area Contests, held in 
Edmburgh on I Sth F elH uary m two halls, \\ ere 
completely successful. Pot ty bands competed­
a big advance on last year. Takmg all sections, 
the playmg was of a sou�ewhat mixed character, 
which is not surprisiug with all classes taking 
part, and remembering that a number of bands 
have not yet found their true level so far as 
classification is concerned. The fact that the 
contests were held concun ently, in Usher Hall, 
and a near by Drill Hall, made 1t impossil)Je to 
hear all one would have liked. ln the fourth 
sect10n a band with a famous name ;111d long 
histo1y, Bo'ness and Carriden, won first pnze 
with a margm of ten points over Leith Sil Yet. 
I congratulate Bo'ness on their safely negotiating 
the first rung of the ladder and wouid express 
the hope that they will, in due course, get t ight 
back to the honoured place they once occupied. 
Mr. Forbes conducted them. 
In the third section K1lsyth Miners Wel fare, 
conducted by Mr. George Hawkins, wr1.1 by the 
convincing margin of 1 6  points over Aird1ie 
Old Union, who had Mr. Telfer in the c<>ntre. 
Another old favourite, Broxburn Public, under 
Mr. Riley, J ust two points behind. Hearty con­
g1 atulations to the qualifiers, and a word of 
encouragement to the unsuccessful 
The second section, with an entry of 13 bands, 
all of whom turned up, gave us some very good 
playing and a keen contest resulted. \Nmners 
were Dun ferrnline Town (Mr. G1 ant) "' ith 
Dykehead ().fr. Telfer) two points behind. Next 
in order of ment Hawick Saxhorn (Mr Hutchi­
son) and Leslie and District (Mr. Terris). An­
other ex-champion band of Scotland competed 
here, Kelty and Blairadam, and got fifth place. 
Best of luck boys for a speedy revival. Con­
g1 atul,ttions here again to those who go forward 
to the finals. 
Naturally enough, interest was chiefly centred 
on the first section, for which 12 bands 11ad 
entered, but Glasgow Corpor,,tion G.ts Dept. and 
Govan Burgh did not compete. I certainly con­
sider the contest was the keenest heard he1 e 
for many a long day, and I enj oyed ei:ery 
minute of it I l istened attentively to every 
pet formance, but found myself at variance with 
the adJ udicators a.t the finish. For the second 
year in succession Parkheacl gamed the coveted 
first prize, with 184 points. This is consistency 
of the very highest order and I ofl er them my 
warmest congratulations, with the sincere hcpe 
that they will do well at Albert Hall-even 
better than last year, when they gained fifth 
pnze Second prize went to West Calder, with 
M r. Telfer wielding the baton. They v\ ere 
two points behind the winners Then S C.VI/ S 
with 181  points, and Clydebank 180. M r. Mor­
time1· had S C.W.S , and Mr E S Cai ter made 
his debut with Clydebank. In my opinion, the 
prize list shoul d have been reversed, for I 
strongly fancied Clydebank and S CW S as 
bemg our worthiest representati\ es for the 
finals, but at the same time I do wish P ,ukhead 
and West Calder the very best of luck next 
October. 
M r. Hawkins won two sections, while :'.\Ir 
Telfer had the remarkable honour of gaining 
three second prizes in as many sections. Mr. 
Tel fer had also the unique experience of beating 
his own S C.W.S.  band, which was conducted 
by l\Ir Freel Mortimer. West Calder and �Ir. 
Telfer have every reason to be proud of their 
feat 
A very tragic event maned the second section 
contest, by the sudden death of Mr. Young, con­
Co11t imtecl at foot nf next co!1111 111 . 
SHEFFIELD & DISTRICT 
My notes did not appear last month, with 
others, owing to lack of space, which if. no 
fault of anyone. \,Ye must share according to 
what is available. 
I must thank Mr. A. E. Hadnck for his 
very mce card and letter of appreciation 
sent to me via the " B. B . N . ' ' lt is most 
encourngrng to receive these kind remarks. 
At the same time the reports. I have sent 
in but do j ustice to the work efficiently per­
formed by A. E. Badrick and his Carlton 
Fnckley Collie1 y Band. So· credit to whom 
credit is due, an d  to others that are 
descervini; of praise and encouragement. 
And mild criticism if needed on the adver�o 
side . 
- Mee1 sbrook pulled all their weight during 
t:he fositive season, under Mr. H .  Clark. 
Indeed, the band , I learn, broke all reco rds 
m " collectmg the smews . "  And so the 
band are now settling down to real h ard 
p1 actical rehearsals. 
Ecclcsficld go along in a fan· manner. 
More imlivdual practice at home and 
loyalty to their baml anJ to the offieial s , 
l\lessrs Beaumont an d Cooper, is desirable 
here . Ye s, a lackadaisical way of going on 
does m>_t spell improvement, my fri€nds . 
Hu:kleton Mam ; another sonnd p1 ogrcs­
sive band a dvertise in our local pa.per for a 
sopiauo player. A scarce " commodity " 
hereabouts l fear the attraction of dance 
bands is responsibe m some degree for this 
scarcity. 
K1llamarsh march along in good order. 
I regret to U1ave to report the death of 
then· bautone--horn payer, J. Hol lings­
\Yorth, he " as a steady and SJterhng char­
acte1•-the fa ther of-R. Hollmgswo1 Lh, solo 
cornet rn the ba,nd, who is  a pupil of U. H.  
Mercer' s .  a n d  who, b y  the way, 1 s  playing 
now with C1 es\1 ell Colliery. 
B .  Byg1 a ve aml Joan Hmde , the j uvemle 
corne�tists of Dannemora, h ad a nove l 
expenence recently on the occas10n of the 
Duchess of J?ev<?nshire opening line 
ceremony of/ ded1catmg the fine new block 
to )fosbo1 ough Chure.h ;  the two young pbye1 s sounded a fanfare from the ohurch 
towe1· w1t'.1 fine effect. Credit due to H .  
Darker. 
Another player in the d1st11c;t has rapidly 
come to the f1 ont m the person of Miss 
Sheila Ru�hworth after a good series 01 
suecesses s .  A trombone pla,yer of more 
than a,verago ahtli ty, she 1s a1so no mean pe1 former 011 the valve trombone and euphonium. 111 the search for " star.s " on a la1 ge s�ale,_ she is a potential star tuu1, 
mcluded 111 City Hall pu?hc concert, widely adve1 tised. Ano1:Jl1er yuptl of G .H .M . ' s , she has. ;' good e xpenence with orchestral lad1�s bands, as well as brass ; but the lady prefers the brass band. Attends Phoenix Band regularly, which band I report Llnder G. Hespe, is (after the' changes i� personnel, by . m.en returning from tho Forces) still wmmng prenuer prizes in the contest field.  Awarded second pnze in first s.ect10n at Ossett A creditable ach1even1en t .  
, 
I offe1 m y  . good wi.shes to M r .  A .  S. Grant, late of Lang\\ ith (whe1 1:J he kepi; tl).mgs yery mucih ah1'e) and congratulate him on Ins app0111trnent as resident con­ducto1 to the Reclruth Band, Cornwall .  An old fuend of mme, and colleague, 1 can assm o Red1 utl� that they have seemed u hrst-cluss musician of experience-and a 11 ve \\ ire withal ! 
A l ittle praise is clue to ::\fa nvers, l\'Li.rk­
ham Mam, Rylnll and Vi7ha1 11cl1fte Sllk­
btone fo1 then· performances at Ossett con­
test, garnrng 11111101 honom s . These small 
succe oses U J  c steppmg s to11es to lugher 
achievements . Also the quartette parties of 
rhe d1s t11ct are chsplaymg; high rnent " 4  
ll' s, "  Holmbn dge , Stockbndgo, U �·ime­
chorpc, a nd a few others. Keep 1t up 
£11end s.  lt is sad to report the death of 
l<' .  C1 oulrnon, once a very fine tJ ombomst, 
the excellent •Secreta ry, of 'Vharnchffe 
.13and, who held that post for many yea1 s, 
domg splenchcl woi k ,  aud keep.ng the baur! 
on the lrnes m good times and bad . Afte1 
much suffeung he passed away on Jauuary 
tlLh . E 'VdJ1amson , B M. of Elsecar Bail(l, 
whom I thank, sends me the news , in­
dn ectly, by \\ ay of a mutual fnond.  E ,V. still keeps gou1g with Elsecar undau ntedly 
,md does a little solo j udgmg occaswnally. 
I thank L. Barker for his news and glad to 
know that he is  still carrying on success fully 
with his Bakewell Band. I hope to \ isit the 
Band durmg the commg season. Not easily 
daunted, L. B. 
Wombell Tov.n : It is with regret that l have 
to repo1 t the passing of :-fajor Hitchen (an old 
friend of mme and the late bandmaster of this 
band) at the age of 84 years The mte1 ment 
took place ,tt Wombell Cemetery on Thursday, 
13th February, when the band attended the 
funeral and played the " Dead l\Iarch In Saul," 
assisted by members of Vv'ath Town, Hou?;hto11, 
Hoyland, Elsecar, Phoenix, and Manvers 
J'vlam bauds , he had been connected with the 
Wombell Town Band a great number of years. 
Wath Town attended the West Riding Asso­
ciation Contest at York m the second section, 
but were disappointed they were not in the 
pnzes as they pm up a yery good per forrnance. 
K ow they are " orkmg hard on the ·' Daily 
Herald " test piece. Hope you have better luck, 
lads, and I give my compliments to your Ladies 
Committee ; they are working hard to help you. 
I enj oyed their pie supper and I hear it w.ts a 
very gr eat success financially. 
Manvers and Barnboro : 1Iy cougratulations 
on your winning the second prize in the first 
section of the \,\/est Riding Association Cvn­
test. Now lads, keep it up. I hope you will 
do the same in the " Daily Herald " Area Con­
test in March for which I hope you are getting 
ready. 
Hoyland Town arc pulling together agam 
and have got a few engagements. I wi sh you 
the best of luck and I hope we shall be lw.11 ing 
from you at some of the contests. 
�mNTOR . 
Contin ued from pi'evious column . 
dtH.:tor of Selkirk Burgh Band, who collapsed 
umnediately after his band had played. Mr. 
Young was 70 year s of age, and had conducted 
Selkirk Band for some fifteen years. I am sure 
the deepest sympathy will go out, not only to 
the band but to all relations so suddenly be­
reaved, but all will feel proud that this fine man 
died as he would ha\·e wished-in harness. 
BEN LO�IOND. 
re 
to 
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RUSHWORTH'S 
OFFER� 
A LIMITED NUMBER OF ' TAX ' F R E E  
SECOND- H AND * B A N D 
INS TR U M ENTS 
Re-conditioned in our own Worksllops 
LIKE ALL GOOD THINGS TO-OA Y, * BAND INSTRU MENTS ARE SCARCE, 
BUT RUSHWORTH'S TRADmONAL 
PRESTIGE AND COMPREHENSIVE 
SERVICE FACILITIES CONTINUE 
TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE 
VALUES -
R U S H W O R T H  
& D R E A P E R  
1 1 - 1 7  ISLINGTON • LIVERPOOl 3 
HARTLEPOOL & DISTRICT 
February has been a very interesting month 
in our district, as on the l st and 2nd we had 
as visitors to the Town Hall, West Hartlepool, 
the foternational Staff Band of the S.-A. under 
their Bandmaster Lieut-Colonel William 
Stewart, who were given a grand reception. 
The " Daily Herald " Contests arc the objec­
tive of many of the bands in this district, and 
I hope to have good reports to make next 
month. 
Easington Public, under Mr. Peacock, are 
hard at work and hope to be Ln the prizes at 
N ewcastle. This young band is without a doubt 
a good combination and keen contestors. 
Eastington Colliery will not compete at the 
" Daily Her�Lld " Contest this year. A great pity 
this Mr. Gelson as you figured high in the 
n�izes on the two previous occasions. 
· Harden Colliery mean business at Newcastle ; 
;.,fr.Lowes is to conduct and in his capable hands 
we are sure of a masterly performance. Good 
rehearsals and incentive to win is the motto of 
Borden. 
Blackhall Colliery are having good rehearsals 
and Mr. Laycock will be in charge. They are 
-on the air again March 21 st. They gave a grand 
concert in the Rocks Cinema, and the band was 
in good form as were the guest artistes, :Miss 
Jean Sanderson (cornet) and Master Nash of 
South Wales. This boy has a great future nnd 
I have no doubt he will be one of our leading 
trombonists in the very near future. 
We should have a great day at Hartlepool 
Borough Halt on 8th March, when the battle 
for supremacy in the third and fourth sections 
·of the " Daily Herald " Contests will take 
place. The event has been well patronised, there 
being 13 entries for third section and 13 for the 
fourth section. With 26 bands this should be 
a red letter day for bandsmen in this area. 
Hartlepool will be represented by the Public and 
the Old Operatic. Both these bands have put 
a great amount of work into the test piece. I 
hope to see both high up in the prizes and bring 
fu1·ther honours to our town. 
I am sorry to learn neither Wingate Colliery 
11or Vv'heatlcy Hill will compete at Hartlepool. 
A great pity this, a good contest practically on 
the doorstep, but there must be some reason for 
their absence as both these bands are good 
con testers. 
I note my old friend Wilfred Dawson, late 
B.M. of Blackhall, is still active in band circles 
:and is advertised to j udge the Windsor Band 
(Salford) Quartette and Slow Melody Contest ; 
this is good indeed and all who know Wil f will 
wish him to be spared to j udge many more 
-contests. 
Easington Public (N.F.S.) have been supplied 
v•ith a new set of Boosey and Hawkes Imperial 
Instruments. It is meaning a very big effort to 
purchase these instruments, an effort which has 
gone on untiringly for a long time past, but 
they are now in a position to give their bands­
men a real first-class instrument each. 
The Ladies Committee have given their secre­
tary, Mr. Wheatm.an, a cheque for £100, and 
they are ver)'. grateful for the effort. Engage­
ments are bemg booked very satisfactorily and 
they are looking forward to a very good summer 
season. 
M1:1rton Colliery have held their annual 
meetmg an? a most successful year was reported 
both financially and from a contesting point of 
view. Band are having good rehearsals and 
hope to �o better during 1947. One of their 
·contest pieces to be played is " Aroldo " from 
the L.J. Bandmaster and bandsmen all working 
bard. 
Dl.
Be�mish Collieries (formerly West Pelton and stnct) recently held their annual general meet­
mg and electioi: of officers. Band a re booking some very mce engagements for summer 
season, .of which they had a great number last 
year. Band consists entirely of young players 
who hav.e al.I been tutored by Mr. McLean him­self, which is very good work for them. 
THE COASTGUARD. 
---- <:>----
" ALEXANDER 
MEMORIAL 
OWEN ' '  
FUND 
Messrs. Wright and Round, Hon. Treasurers, beg to� acknowl�dge receipt, with thanks, of the followmg donations : 
Mr. Challinor, Liverpool O 2 6 
Mrs. T. Dooley, Windsor Band £1 O O 
:f1 2 6 
Mr. CLARKSON, secretary, asks us to an­
nounce that throt!gh the very severe weather, :and consequen� sickness of a number of the General Council, the annual general meeting is now postponed to March lSth. It is hoped there will be a �ood attendance as there are several important items to be discussed. 
LEICESTER NOTES BURY & DISTRICT 
Congratulations to Miss Betty Anderson and 
her father, Mr. James Anderson, for their 
success at the solo contest held at Tooting. Mr. 
Anderson won first and Betty second in the 
Horn Section. This must be unique I should 
think, and we wish them success when they 
compete in the championship at Belle Vue later 
in the year. 
P restwich Borough have recently given a 
concert at Prestwich- It was a very ·well 
c�1osen programme. and was very much appre­ciated by the audience. They are holding a 
slow melody contest in March. 
THE FAMOUS RUSSIAN PATROL 
CAVALRY OF THE STEPPES 
I went to Bolton Contest on the l st of Feb­
ruary to hear the fourth section and champion­
ship sections of the " Daily Herald " N. W. 
Area Contest. All except two bands played in 
the fourth section ; they were only a moderate 
lot, each giving an in and out performance of 
a test piece which, in my opinion, was not a 
very good test for lower section bands. 
By L. KNIPPER 
Imperial gave a good account of themselves 
1 on the air on Sunday, January 26th, from Bir­
mingham. Their quartette party added another 
prize at Bulkington Contest on January 1 1  th. 
Arranged for Brass Band by D E N I S  WRI G HT 
Reed and Brass, Sf· 
PIANO SOLO with words I /· 
Brass Band, 3/6 
MILITARY BAND, 7/6 
Wigston Temperance also played well during 
their all too short broadcast. Sorry to hear Mr. 
Charles Moore is indisposed, and we all hope 
he will soon be back in harness again. Wigston 
also notched the first prize at Earl Shilton. 
Pity only two bands competed 111 the first 
section. 
The Champion Section at Bolton did not 
attract a large entry, nine bands out of ten 
competing, the absentees being Wigan Borough. 
As to the awards I thought Fodens just about 
won, but I was for once mistaken. The per­
formance of F_ Mortimer's band was, in my 
opinion, the best, although Faireys who were 
awarded premier honours, gave a good render­
ing. I was pleased at Wingates being placed 
third ; I liked Mr. H. Oakes' cornet playing. 
Speci men Solo Cornet on Request 
Earl Shilton Contest brought eight bands in 
the two sections, but the first section was dis­
appointing with only Wigston and the Leicester 
Special Constabulary competing. 
BOSWORTH & CO. LTD., 1 4/ 1 8  Heddon St., Regent St., LONDON, W. I .  
Burbage did well to win the second section. 
Mr. Bennett is doing fine work here. Their 
young soloists had previously done well at the 
Junior Contest held in Leicester and they are 
making headway fast. 
It was good to note Thornton getting a prize 
in the ·March contest. Mr. Bancroft, I know, 
had been working diligently for a Jong time in 
trying to bring the old band back to form. 
Keep it up Thornton. 
Earl Shilton also did well. Here again Mr. 
Cook is  working hard, and it seems Leicester­
shire bands are definitely coming back again. 
We can look to some good Association contests 
in the future. 
Leicester Special Constabulary are in fairly 
good shape. They are doing the right thing in 
entering any contest that can be attended, both 
full band and quartette. 
I note M r. H. V. Batchelor has again been 
elected P resident of the Leicestershire Associa­
tion. This is the twenty-first time he has helrl 
office, and we all congratulate him on attaining 
his majority. A real enthusiast and a capable 
man for the job. 
Fleckney also seem to be filling up and can 
now put almost a full band (mostly youngsters) 
in the field. Good work. 
· 
Kibworth are coming along ; with lVf r. Buck­
ley there, and occasional lessons from Mr. C. 
Moore, they should soon be making themselves 
very fit again. 
G:Iad to note Loughborough are running 
another contest later on. Their contest last year 
was a fine one, and this year they should have 
an exc�ll�nt enti;-y. Well done Mr. Radford, you 
are sttrrmg thmgs since taking over in the 
right direction, too. ' 
Leicester Festival will soon be here and 
Easter will see the city the mecca of ' band 
life again. Two days are to be allotted this 
year, and the Festival keeps growing. More of 
this anon. 
SEMPER EADEM. 
---- <:>·----
NORTH STAFFS. DISTRICT 
Ccmgratulations to M r. Mortimer and Foden's 
Bamd on being included in the prizes at the 
recent contest at Bolton. I have visited this 
band on two occasions, and from my own ex­
perience I can say that the band have made 
great progress under Mr. Mortimer's direction. 
I wish them all success at future contests which 
they ·are to attend. 
Mr. J. Cotterill, the popular composer and 
cornetist of this district, has visited the York­
shire district recently. He assisted several 
bands whilst on this visit, and wishes to thank 
the members of Dinnington Main for the en­
j oyable time he spent with them. 
Two new bands have been formed lately, 
namely, Smallthorne Public and Si lverdale 
Silver. The bands are having good rehearsals 
under their respective bandmasters. 
. A massed band �<;>ncert was held at Hanley in aid of local Chanties. The bands taking part 
were Foden's, Fairey Aviation and Bickershaw. 
1:he �ands gave a good programme under the 
direct10n of Mr. Fred Mortimer, who is no 
doubt very popular in this district. Mr. W. 
Pickles, of the B.B.C., was the guest artist. 
I recently visited the headquarters of the 
Parkers Brewery Band, when Mr. Thorpe was 
in attendance, and keen disappointment was felt 
in the staleness of the playi,ng and lack of 
attendance during rehearsals. Now then, boys, 
buck up, I am of the opinion that you could 
do a great deal better. 
I have been informed by M r. W. Baldwin, 
an old friend of mine, that his band are having 
good rehearsals and also making progress. 
Now, ba,nds of this district : What about 
another contest ? Sneyd Green was the last one. 
CORNETTO. 
---- <;>----
STOCKPORT AND DISTRICT 
On the 8th of February I braved the arctic 
weather and journeyed to Blaickburn to hear the 
second and third section. Only seven out of 
nine bands played in each section. There was 
some very nice playing although at times there 
was an inclination to overblow, a rather bad 
fault with some of the bands I have heard at 
recent contests. The awards appeared to give 
every satisfaction. 
Leyland Motors continue to make headway, 
likewise the Castleton band, Tweedale and 
Smalleys ; this band has improved very much 
since Mr. Clifton Jones took charge. 
In the third section there were also some 
very good performances, Goodshaw m par­
ticular. Just after the decision I met Mr. A. 
E. Brownbill,  formerly bandmaster of Stand­
fast Works, Lancaster. His band, Storey's, 
were awarded second prize ; a very good begin­
ning which speaks well for Mr. Brownbill. We 
could do with a man like him in Bury and 
district. 
Bury Home Guard still play at the Bury 
Football Ground. When last I heard them I 
thought they had some good material and the 
makings of a good band. I hope to hear them 
at a contest before long. 
I have 1110 news of Bury Silver or Ainsworth 
but hope they are both making progress. 
' 
Heywood Old had entered for the third 
section at Blackburn but owiPg to their ranks 
being depleted were unable to attend. They are 
billed to appear at a local cinema on the 2nd of 
March. They have my best wishes for the 
coming season. Hope to see them at May 
Belle Vue. 
WELL WISHER. 
--- �----
KEN TISH NOTES 
Rochester City have reformed again after the 
War, but sorry to say they cannot get going 
somehow-cannot get the men. Vv'hy not take 
a chance Mr. Crombie ?  Hoo Band took the 
same chance with only nineteen players 111 
April last. Let us hope ynur troubles wiil soon 
be over ; Mr. C. Liverseage should make a big 
difference given the right support. 
Chatham Imperial are desperately trying to 
keep going, after a recent upheaval , when Mr. 
Cliff Lewis and several members left them, but 
in Mr. Fred Preston, who has taken over, the 
band have a good keen man to work for them. 
Shorts are as keen as ever, despite the firm 
leaving Rochester for Belfast. Mr. Bristow and 
his boys gave a very spirited progr:i.mme at 
Chatham Empire on February 9th to r1uite a 
nice audience. An important statement is ex­
pected soon concerning the band's future ; we 
all wish them every success in their project. 
Margate are hoping to be in a good po�«ition 
this summer in readiness for the summer en­
gagement. Formed only last year, with the help 
of some of Short's redundant bandsmen, they 
are hoping to rank among Kent's well-known 
bands. Keep going Margate. 
Northfleet Silver : Mr. Garth and the able 
secretary, Mr. A. E. R. Abberley, are confident 
about the band's future. They have entered the 
" Daily Herald " Contest this year again, and 
we all wish them success. A grand band and a 
grand set of men socially. 
Hoo Silver did remarkably well last year in 
the contest field, obtaining Section Champion­
ship in the London Association, and tour firsts 
and four seconds at other contests including 
Leicester. They have entered this year's 
" Daily Herald " Contest and have eng:=tged the 
services of Mr. E. Ball. A good list of engage­
ments are coming in and, with 100 per cent. 
keenness in the band, they look like having a 
busy year again. 
N orthfleet, Hoo, and Short's have entered 
this year's " Daily Herald " Contests, all in 
different sections : Northfleet, section 1 ;  Hoo, 
NORTH WALES NOTES 
Mr. J. R. Evans, secretary, informs me that 
the North Wales Brass Band Association is now 
firmly established with a membership of seven­
teen bands, and �everal others " sitting on the 
fence." It is to be hoped that any bands who 
are hesitating will soon make up their minds to 
join, as we could do with a strong association 
in North Wales, and I wi.>h the committee every 
success in their efforts to raise the standard of 
bands in this area. 
Test pieces for the :'.'Jational Eisteddfod con­
tests at Colwyn Bay on August Bank Holiday 
have now been chos•�n and will be seen in the 
advert. on page 6. The contests will be held 
under the National Rule� of the Welsh Brass 
Band Association, which is comprised of the 
North Wales, South Wales and Monmouthshire, 
and West Wales Associations. I conzratulate 
whoever is responsible on a most excellent 
choice of test pieces, which should attract good 
entries in all three classes. I hope all bands will 
take note that as usual with the " National," 
entries must be sent in three months before the 
contest date, viz., between May lst and May 
lOth. 
Much progress 1s being made l1y Rhyl 
Silver (Conductor, M r. Reg Little) and attend­
ances at rehearsals have lately improved. They 
are now rehearsing hard for their summer en­
gagements which they anticipate will be on a 
much bigger scale this summer as the local 
authorities are contemplating �aking much 
more use of the Band than they have done in 
the past. The Junior section are also putting 
111 regular rehearsals and have been promised 
occasional engagements on the Promenade dur­
ing the forthcoming stason. Mr. Little is 
indeed a busy man these days. Mr. G. H. 
Griffiths, secretary, writes : " It was with regret 
that we heard of the misfortune of the Gv·;espyr 
an� District Band, in their loss through fire, of 
their bandroom, together with all ;nusic, music 
stands and seven instruments. Our band 
showed their sympathy in a practical way by 
supplying them with some music and also giving 
their services at a concert organised for i\Iarch 
22nd, which we hope will be a success. I 
understand other bands have come to their 
assistance, and we wish them the best of luck 
and that they will soon be able to resume re­
hearsals." Very good, Mr. Griffiths. 
I too was sorry to hear of Gwcspyr's mis­
fortune and can assure Mr. Conway, band­
master, the secretary, and committee, that they 
have my best wishes for a speedy recovery from 
such a great misfortune. 
No news of other bands. I am hoping to 
m:ike this report a regular feature now, and 
will be glad to hear of the activities of any 
bands in the district. DAFYDD. 
----<;>----
N ORTH N OTTS. DISTRICT 
Shirebrook Contest, as usual, was quite a 
success, but not quite as good as Creswell 
Association Contest. Anyway, everything went 
off well and I am sure the Judges gave quite a 
good decision, which is what we all want. I 
would like to know how it was one of the 
winners in the quartette had to borrow another 
player whilst their own player was playing with 
another party from away. Surely four players 
could be raised out of a full band who have 
been winning first prizes at Leicester and other 
places. We all know when boys have to go in 
the Army that is a real pity, but why let one 
of your own players who lives in the district 
go somewhere else about 20 miles away ? 
Kirkby Old Trombones did quite well m 
sharing first and second prize with Ollerton 
Colliery. Firbeck Colliery were a good third, 
and I am sure were really fancied a bit higher 
up. I would have liked to see Mr. Joe Boddice 
with a party from Clipstone Colliery. Now lads, 
come on, let's be having a party, also Mr. 
Roulston from Crown Farm Colliery ; he1·e we 
have your players assisting first prize parties 
Stockport, . L.M.S., Late Yeomanry, and 
SIL VER. and you j ust content to listen. Now, come on 
Borough �re 111 no way doing much yet, but I ----0>----- Mr. Roulston, surely you can get a party for 
am expectmg good news later. Teversall Contest ? The Junior Section at the 
section 2 ;  and Short's, section 3. 
I am pleased with the activities of the Phil- LANCASTER & DISTRICT above contest was a real success, 23 entries. I 
harmonic Or�hestra ; they are doing wonderfully __ am sure Mr. Maurice Teasdale, the Judge, 
did 
although their Conductor, Mr. Gee, is in hos- quite well, and I am sure he had no easy job 
pita!. Mr. Hall is deputising for him. Let us 
Congratulations to Mr. A. E. Brownbill an'l 111 selecting the winners 111 this section. In 
hoEe that he may have a speedy recovery. his
 Storey's Band on gaining· second prize in Senior Section, a decent entry but the play-
Stockport No. 1 Citadel S.A., in my opinion, the third section at Blackburn. This is a 
won- ing was spoilt by an untuneful piano, through 
hold the major position in Stockport. They are 
derful success as the band has only been formed no fault of the Committee. 
well booked and have already fulfilled many 
six months and bears out my notes in February A fine entry has been sent in· lo Teversall 
out of town engagements. They are a beauti ful 
B.B.N. that Mr. Brownbill is a capable te<.cher Colliery Band Solo and Quartette Contest, 
toned band under Mr. Harrop. and has the full and loyal 
co-operation of the which by the time these notes are printed will 
Manchester Temple Citadel S.A. are another 
bandsmen, with good attendance at rehearsals. have been held. What a pity the Coleshill Con-
h I Glad to hear that Mr. G. Summerson, secretary, w o 1ave succeeded in making a fine b,-md. test was on the same date. I hope Mr. Sam 
P t C has sent congratulations on behalf of Standfast S 
· 
oyn on, ompsall, Marple, Bredbury and m1th will be making his appearance wit
h a 
Romily, Poynton, I may be able to report on 
Works to the mami�ement, B.M. and the bands- party before long ; I hear he has been off work 
I I men on their success, a proof of the good soon. 10pe to hear of them entering some · with an accident , but is getting a
bout again, and 
contests. rc�ttons existing between the two bands. will be j udging the Juniors at Teversall. Look 
Heaton Mersey Home Office School Band . I . 
tandfast. Works are very fortunate in s�cur- out for the date of Kirkby Colliery Quartette 
had an invitation to listen t tl d f 
· 
d 
,mg the services of Mr. Tom Proctor as Hesidcnt and Solo Contest in the near future. 
them in a fair condition u d 
o 
M
em
A 
aG oun Bandmaster, late Conductor of Irwell Springs, ROBIN HOOD. 
Hazel Grove Silver 
n er �: · reen. Kettering Rifles, Wellesley Colliery, etc., who ==================="" 
start as regards contesti 
are ma mg an early has come to reside in Torrisholme. · M r. 
Bolton in the Fou th r�f fThey /0�1peted at Proctor will now build up on the good work 
Western Qualifying 
r 
Cont:s� wn d 0 t e N?rth put in . by Mr. E. Duckworth since the re­
ful in coming out third with�7l we�e ts.ucc�sr formation of . the band. They are having good band who came in first wer pom s. le rehearsals with an average of 22 round the 
Hospital with 1 78, and the
e Ches�r 
S
Bluecoat stand. Pleased to note that M r. R. Hodgson, 
Steel Works with 176 
y secon ummers �ate so_lo cornet of Morecambe Boro' is rehears­
behind. You did remarkab 
ou were �not far mg .with the band, who are out to attend all 
spirit going and first poslf. well..ll l\.eep th1a1 t possible contests, as are Mr. Brownbill's Storey's 
Mr. FRANK WRIGHT, London, writes : 
come. 
ion w1 eventua y Band_ 
Reddish ! I have not heard from tl . 
Sorry no news of the A.T.C. Band. 
I believe they are going steadily �
em, b1;1t 
C 
Lancaster S.A. .are kept busy with their own 
readiness for future events 
a ong m orps work, and Morecamble S.A. are doing the 
· same. 
EXCELSIOR. JOHN-0-GAUNT. 
" I was · especially glad last month to visit 
Bolton as co-adj udicator with Henry Geehl at 
the N.W. area contest. It was my first visit 
to this interesting phce, although I have the 
pleasantest memories of visits to three neio-h­
bouring towm in 1934, Bury, Wigan ;nd 
Rochdale. That was as conductor of St. Hiltla's 
Band, shortly after taking over, for one year, 
from Mr. James Oliver. It was good to meet 
once more so many old friends and to witness 
the tremendous vitality of the band movement 
such as was evinced on this occasion. The 
South, it seems, can never match the North in 
its enthusiasm for brass bands." 
BIRMINGHAM & DISTRICT 
I very much regret that last month's notes 
were oi:iittcd due to circumstances over which 
the Edit�r has no control, that is,  short of 
space o.wmg �o the control of paper, but trust your disappomtment will be excused by this 
explanation. 
It . is with some concern that I learn that certam members of the Association are per­
turbed .at my knowledge of the working of the Executive, and I hasten to say that my infor­
mation is given me in all good faith of being 
in the interest of the movement and the benefit 
of bandsmen in general. I am told that they 
would like to know " Who is Old Brum ?" Now 
what does it matter who he is so long as oyr 
readers get an " unbiassed " report. The Editor 
and myself are very grateful to our numerous 
friends for their continued support, and trust 
you will continue to supply us with interesting 
items for our regular readers. 
Will all bands in this district competing at 
Leicester at Easter kindly drop me·  a card •vith 
information as to their progress ol;l the Test 
Piece and their probable chances of success. 
Fisher and Ludlow ' s  held their annual 
general meeting on December 12th an d a 
highly satisfactory balance sheet was pre­
sented showing a strong financial position 
and was unanimously adopted. A new 
committee was elected, and the chairman 
thanked the retiring committee for their in­
valuable assistance and co-operation. 'l'he 
ban d opened their 1947 a ctivities with a 
concert to the Forces at the Y.M,C .. A. OH 
January 1 9:!;h . 
Bo11rnville 'Yorks held their annual 
general meeting early in January when a 
satisfactory balance sheet showed the 
financial posi tion to be very healthy. A 
new committee was elected and the retiring 
members were thanked for their services. 
Langley h av-e entered for Leicester 
m the second section and I am told are 
havin� four rehearsals each week in pre­
parat1011 for same. In addition Mr. RolanJ 
Davis is paying regular visit� and the v 
will leave no stone unturned t� put up a 
good S>how. Best wishes to their new con­
ductor, Mr. D. Masters. 
North_field sh?w sign s . of invigoration anCl 
are hopmg then· entry m the third section 
at. Leicester will be accepted. Several local 
friends have come to their assistance to 
enable t]lem to attend and at the moment 
enthusiasm is very high. 1 If you look up 
past records, Northfield h ave been verv 
lucky at Leicester. 
· 
Colesihill , I hear, are making very steady 
progress under the direction of Moses 
Clayton, late solo euph and deputy con­
ductor of Dnnlop ' s  \Vorks Band · and an 
endeavour will be made for them 'to attend 
Leicester in the Third Section. No doubt 
the experience gained at the Contests 
attended l ast year will prove to have done 
them a great amount of good _ 
No news this month of Amington. I 
should welcome a line from you, Mr. 
Taylor, as to your band' s forthcomin(J" 
activities. �emember, to be successful yo� 
must advertise your goods · the cost is so 
small tl.!_at it must show a' dividend sooner 
or later. A post card is enough. 
The quartette contest promoted by 
Bulkington Si! ver was . a great success, 
seventeen. parties competmg. Owing to the illness of the band s president Colonel 
Leyland, the prizes were presen�d by Mr. 
Britten ,  _ of Langley, who spoke some 
encouragmg words to the unsuccessful 
competitors. 
'Vest Bromwich Excelsior were out at 
9hri.stmas visiting their patrons .  Included 
m the . call� were .the District Hospital and all their yice-pre.s1dents. They are hopeful 
of a ttendmg Leicester Contest again and 
have already had the Test-Piece on the 
stand. Also they are attempting t o  send 
one party to Coleshill Contest. 
' 
Shirley Silver were o.ut during the Christ­
mas holiday visiting their many frends and 
I am told they. had a record collection. On 
Chrs�mas �ormng they vi�ited their presi­
dent s residence and received a donation 
of £30 an� £10 from a vice-president 
towards then· new set of uniforms · which 
they hope to get at th� end of F�bruary. 
Not bad gomg Mr. Davis, a nice start for 
the New Year. 
Bandsmen in this d�strict will be pleased 
to hear t!hat Mr. Harry Heyes has returned 
t? t1!-e city and is living in the Selly Oak 
di.strict, the address and telephone number 
will be found on another page. There are u 
number of bands in this district that would 
greatly 1i:iprove their present position with 
an _ occa.s1onal . lesson from Mr. Heyes, ?,es1d�s mtendmg solo competitors for t;he 
_Daily Herald " Contest to be held in the 
D1gbeth Institute on April 12th. 
I had the yleasure one evening this week 
of a talk w1tJh! ·a very pro;minent Birming­
�am bandsman on the sub1ect of education 
m the brass band movement. He tried to 
pei:suade me. that �he efforts of the Assoc-1ation on . this sub1.ect had failed, and he offered this suggestion. Would it be possible 
for the Association to foster a scheme 
something on the lines of the A.0.1\f.F. fur 
the youths of association bands ? If so 
someo.ne. would make some improvemen� 
even if_ 1t were only a few ; whereas for the 
past �ix years tfhe executive cannot claim 
t� haye advanced one pupil through their 
d1�ectton . �Veil, con�rades, what do you 
th�nk of this suggestwn ? At least it hns 
raised a pol.llt to start you talking . 
OLD BRUM . 
6 
PRESTON NOTES 
In opening my notes I must congr:ituiate 
Leyland Motors on their hat trick of success. 
Following their fourth at Rochdale and second 
at Wigan, they completed a trio by winning first 
prize in the " Daily Herald " Qualifying Con­
test at Blackburn. I understand Mr. H. Moss 
should have conducted the band, but due lo the 
travelling conditions, he could not get through. 
Mr. J. A. Hughes, their regular bandmaster, 
continued the winning sequence. When one 
looks at their record since their formation in 
June last year, it must be acknowledged as truly 
remarkable. No doubt their successes have led 
them on and I hear their next contest will be 
in the fi�st section at Blackpool on April Sth. 
This perhaps is a big step forwa1·d and �hould 
they make a success of the very' stiff contest 
piece their effort will well be rewarded. How­
ever,' I wish them every success and trust they 
will continue their run. 
Leyland British Legion are making a big 
effort to regain their former status, ;md have 
started by searching for a first-class ],andm<tster. 
At the time of writing, Mr. Finlay, formerly 
with Leyland Motors, has been .o!l trial, am� no 
doubt is favourite for the position. He 1s a 
good man and should make headway .at Leyland. 
With .regard to the re-formation of the 
Longton Band, it was decided to make a s.tart 
in March but to date there has been very little 
done, and personally I don't think they will 
venture forth this year. 
Brindle are having difficulties since the re­
tiremient of M r. Heaps, but I think most of 
these are due to the bad winter nights, when 
only keen bandsmen venture out in the cold. I 
hope you continue to improve en last year's 
showing, which was a credit to you. 
I am sorry to hear of the illness of Mr. J. 
Billington, which has kept him from work for 
quite a while now. This popular secreta1:y . of 
Preston Town Silver Band has been a shmmg 
light to his boys during the war years, :,tml on!y 
his shrewd j udgment and long experience m 
brass banding has put this band in the fairly 
sound position they are in to-day. I am sure 
all local bandsmen will wish him a speedy re­
covery. The return of M r. W. Dixon to this 
band has meant a big improvement all round, 
and theii- rehearsals this winter have been far 
better than any during the past seven years. I 
understand there are still vacancies in the band, 
especially amongst the cornet section. 
The coming contest at Blackpool 0n Satur­
day April Sth, is being eagerly awaited by 
P re�ton bandsmen, and though I don't think any 
P reston band except Leyland Motors, will 
attend, 1110 do�bt there will be a big following 
from our locality. I understand some wel l­
known bands have entered. 
P ROUD PRESTON. 
----�----
BRIGHOUSE & DISTRICT 
Good reports have come in f rom the many 
places Brighouse and Rastrick have visited dur­
ing this last month. Although the weather has 
been at its worst, they have travelled to Goole, 
Hightown, Skipton, Huddersfield, Rochdale and 
Leeds besides a broadcast for the B.B.C. Mr. 
�all, their popular conductor, has attended with 
them as often as possible. They will be at the 
Victoria Hall Halifax, on Thursday, March 
6th ; Wakefi�ld, Saturday, Sth ; Brighouse, 
Saturday, l Sth ; Ritz, Huddersfield, Sunday, 
23rd. On Easter Sunday they are booked for 
an engagement at Lydbrook near Gloucester. I 
attended the massed band concert in the Town 
Hall Huddersfield recently, and Mr. Frank 
Wright, the guest �ond.uctor, certainly 11andled 
the· three bands well ; 1t was a concert ':;orth 
going many miles to hear. Th� three .solo items 
by the bands were well rece1v�d. fhe band 
held their annual general meetmg, when �he 
secretary reported that a very heavy season hes 
ahead, with the band engaged in Scotland for a 
fortnight, and a week each .at Eastbourne and 
Guernsey, to which they will travel by aero­
plane. M r. Ball will be with them. 
All I can report on Clifton and Lightcliffe is 
that they also have had their annual general 
meeting, and a slight profit was shown by the 
treasurer · it was hoped that 1 947 would be a 
more suc�essful year and that they meet with 
some contesting success. 
Greater Elland keep in the public eye in 
collaborating with the local choirs for their 
winter concerts. They are also building up for 
the Area Contest at Huddersfield Town Hall 
and may be a surprise for some of the bands 
with bigger names than theirs. Mr. Casson 
knows what is wanted on the contest day. 
CORNO VALVE. 
- - - -� ---- :wmwww 
NEWCASTLE & DISTRICT 
Sorry to report that Mr. W. Farrall, B.M. of 
Bedlington Colliery, has been taken ill. He 
is one of the greatest helpers to the hrass band 
movement, and we wish him a speedy recovery. 
In his absei1ce the Bedlington Band is heing 
trained by Mr. Jack Carr, B.M. of Newhip.;gin, 
in readiness for a visit from Mr. J. f\. Green­
- wood, who is their professional for the " Herald 
Contest." 
:Mr. Carr is a very busy man these days. Jn 
addition to his own band and Bedlington , he 
visits \Vallsend Shipyard once a ;,veek, where 
he is very well thought of. 
Mr. G. Anderson of North Seaton and the 
Northumberland League, is also on the sick 
list and the League had to postpone their last 
meeting ir: his absence. What a pity they can't 
get goi ng. They started like l ions with Mr. G. 
Hakrow a� secretary and ended their first year 
of intensive contesting with Newbiggin Colliery 
as champions. Since then the League has just 
faded out. We hope M r. Anderson is soon 
well and the League back in its best form. 
Newcastle Temple S. A. are one of the most 
improved bands in the north, and under their 
clever B.M. Bristow can achieve heights never 
attained before. 
The Committee for the " Daily Hernld " Area 
Contest <tre getting things arranged for the bi g 
event. By the time these notes are in print the 
first and second sections will be decidccl The 
third and fourth sections do battle at I Jar.tlep�I 
on March 8th. A big entry is assured for both 
days so we will be having a great time. 
A word about the B.B. C. bands. We expect 
t? �ear the best bands on the air, owing to the 
l11mted number picked. but two recent dinner 
ho.ur performances from bands who are ev1dci:itly thought good enough, will hardly 
recn11t more admirers of brass bands. Let us 
have the best only. 
NOVOCASTR J.A )J .  
MANCHESTER & D ISTRICT 
. The month of February produced much mterest for all brass band followers. On Feb­
rnary l st a grand contest festival was held at 
Bolton, this being the " Daily Herald " North 
Western Area Contest. The sections taking 
part were the Championship section and fourth 
section. Much interest was shown in the 
Championship section by the return of Fodens 
Motor Works in to the contest field ; ten bands 
competed in this section. 
Faireys Aviation along with Manchester 
C.W. S. were the only competitors from the 
Manchester district. Both bands gave very fine 
performances which brought the first award to 
Faireys, and the fourth to Manchester C.W. S. 
The fourth section brought an entry of ten 
bands, of which only eight took part, the Man­
chester representatives being the Manchester 
Tramways, and Ashton -On Mersey. Sorry to 
say both bands failed to be listed in the awards. 
The Adj udicators for these sections were 
Mr. Frank Wright and Mr. Henry Geehl. 
The contest was well organised, the hall bt.ing 
the Victoria Hall, Bolton, which was ideal for 
contesting. Much praise must go to the Lan­
cashire Brass Band Association along with their 
secretary, Mr. Stanley Rowe, who gave much 
time to the planning and arranging ·which 
brought success and satisfaction to all who took 
part. I was rather surprised to find so many 
vacant seats ; this no doubt was due to the 
weather conditions. The feeling of the public 
was rather mixed regarding the result, many 
being of the opinion that Fodens Motor Works 
should have been awarded the first prize and 
Faireys second. Every listener is entitled to 
his own opinion ; still it is the rule of contest­
ing that the decision depends on the adjudicator, 
and that we must accept. 
The 8th of February took us to Blackbum 
in the King George's Hall, where th<; second and 
the third sections were held. The weather 
being much worse than that of the previous 
Saturday reduced the entries by half from those 
appearing on the programme. Many hands we1 e 
unable to attend due to sickness or transport 
difficulties. The Manchester bands who had 
entered were Street Fold (Moston), Cheetham 
Public, Stretford Boro, Altrincham Boro, Prest­
wich Boro, Crossley Bros., Barton Hall Works 
and the Clayton Aniline Works. Only the last 
four bands named competed, of which Clayton 
Aniline Works were awarded fourth prize. Mr. 
Eric Ball was the Adj udicator for both sections. 
Again the Lancashire Association were the 
promoters. 
The Lancashire Association have proved their 
ability in their efforts for brass hand welfare. 
I have been informed that many Lancashire 
bands have not enrolled, for what reason I 
cannot state, but it will be found that success 
can only be achieved when all bands are united 
in one organisation with one obj ect in view. 
A general meeting (annual meeting) will be held 
on March l st in the Gravel Lane Schools, Sal­
ford. All Lancashire bandsmen are given an 
invitation to attend. Why not pay a visit ? 
Slow melody contests will be the chief attrac­
tion for the month of March. On March 1 Sth 
P restwich Boro are to hold their annual Slow 
Melody Contest, and March 29th takes us to 
Windsor Institute, Salford, for the annual 
Quartette and Slow Melody Contests. 'These 
are the two main attractions for the Manchester 
bandsmen. 
The Ba:ndsmen's College of Music are to hold 
their first term examination on March 29th at 
the Oxford Hall,  Manchester. Many Man­
chester bandsmen have commenced to make a 
keen study of their music and have prenared 
themselves for these examinations. \\'hat 
better could an interested bands1rnm do than to 
study the art of music, when he is e.xpected to 
produce the �ame in an intelligent manner ? 
Interested bandsmen should write to Mr. H. 
Collier 13 Montrose Avenne, Stretford, Man­
cheste;, or to Mr. Les. Harper, l Doris Street, 
Moston, for information. 
Ellenbrook and Booths town : Mr. Tom 
Langsha'l.v, Conductor, having completed fifty 
vears as a member of the band, and about 
fortv years as Bandmaster, has requested the 
band to appoint another in his place, Mr. Lang­
shaw's health at the present time not allowing 
him to devote the necessary time. The band 
are loth to do this, and hope that he will con­
tinue to take interest. Messrs. Hilton and 
Councillar Marsh have devoted much time since 
they were appointed and feel that with a little 
interest from the members the band would re­
turn to its former fame. M r. Marsh has re­
cently suffered the loss of his wife. and eve1-yone 
feels verv deeply for him in his bereavement. 
Walkd�n are very much alive, good winter 
rehearsals a first-class Ladies Committee, and 
plenty of ' engagements booked for the coming 
season. It · would seem that this is the only 
band maki'ng real progress in the area. 
The entries for the Prestwich Borough Slow 
Melody Contest are coming in very nicely, and 
everything points to a successful day. The 
band hope to attend the Lancashire Brass Bana 
Association's Contest at Blackoool on April Sth, 
when they will be under M r. P. F. Greenwood, 
who has received many congratulations for the 
band's performance at Blackburn. 
Busk Congregational have reformed after 
closing for the war. They have given concerts 
in the School and for the Blind Social Centre 
of Oldham. They are making good progress 
under their bandmaster, M r. Orcher, and are 
hoping to enter one or two contests this year. 
Altrincham Born did not attend the " Daily 
Herald " Contest at Blackburn, but 1 believe 
are going to enter for the Class B Contest at 
Belle Vue, May l Oth. 
Stretford Old are working very hard 
on the test piece for Blackpool Contest, April 
5th. 
Stretford Boro, under their conductor, Mr. E. 
G. Hughes, gave a creditabl e and enjoyable con­
cert in St. Anne's Schoolroom, Sale, on Feb­
ruary l st, Saturday evening. The programme 
ranged from light musical comedy selections to 
excerpts from Handel's " Messiah." 
Sale British Legion attended the " Daily 
Herald " Contest at Bolton, but were not in the 
prizes. Keep trying Sale. 
The old bandsmen of Dunham Vv'ooclhouse 
are trying to revive the band gain. Good luck 
to you. 
Timperley and District arc holding two re­
hearsals per week, so tl1at means progress Mr. 
Pearson. 
Cheetham H i l l  Pubiic are having splendid re­
hearsal s ;  M r. Bonelli is in attendance here. 
.WRIGHT AND RouNn ' s  BRA S S  BAND NEws. MARCH 1 ,  1947. 
They are expecting a visit from Mr. Wilson the 
Manchester Corpol"ation's new musical adviser. 
Beswick Prize are to be congratulated on their 
weekly appearances at Maine Road Manchester 
football matches. By the time these notes 
a�pear, I hope your esteemed conductor, Mr. A. 
Risby, has fully recovered from his recent i l l­
ness. Now bandsmen be p repared, attend your 
rehearsals, because I hear Mr. Wilson has 
:ilready been on his rounds and was not very 
impressed, I believe, due to lack of attendance 
of men at rehearsals. 
Thanks to Mr. R. C. Wray, Chairman of 
Stretford Borough, who writes : " In last 
month's notes you mentioned Stretford Born 
and Stretford Silver. Stretford Silver was our 
name prior to the change to Boro. The other 
Stretford band is known as the Stretford Old. 
Rehearsals are being fairly well attended, aver­
age attendance being 22. Band will be at the 
May Belle Vue contest all being well, when one 
or two newcomers will have settled down to our 
wa)'.' of doing things. Will be giving a concert 
at St. Stephen's Church, Hulme, on the l Sth 
March. Engagements are coming in very nicely 
including one or two new ones, so that a good 
season seems to be in store. We extena a warm 
w�lcome to our new comrades and hope they 
will be very happy and comfortable with us · it 
won't be our fault if  they are not. Outstanding 
liabilities are steadily being reduced and it i s  
hoped that this year will see u s  free o f  debt." 
Sorry for mistake in name, Mr. Wray. Best of 
luck. 
MANCUNIAN. 
----�----
P LEASA NT P RACT I C E  
The interest o f  players in practice often lags 
through an excess of zeal on the part of the 
bandmaster, or perhaps we should say mis­
directed zeal. He has in hand a piece which 
interests him greatly-so greatly that he is not 
content to work it up gradually, but insists •)n 
sticking to it alone until it goes. I t  is no 
drudgery to him because the piece interests him, 
and it never occurs to him that the bandsmen 
are very unlikely to be all equally interested 
in it. 
Generally in such cases as we have in mind 
this particular piece is rather in advance of the 
capabilities of some of the players. It is a mis­
take to weary thos_e who can play it through 
a rash determination to get the inefficients 
through it before they get any other piece. It  
is a bigger mistake to grind the latter 1111 1nerci­
fully and to insist on the impossible, for the 
time being, being done. 
"CORNET" BAN D  BOOKS 
(For pasting i n  the music) 
Our Band Books are 
bound and hand-made 
good quality, strong and durable, being cloth­
throughout. A great success and very popular 
Gold-Lettered Books 
Per doz. 
March Size 1 8/6 
Selection Size . . 23/6 
Name of I nstrument lettered in gold with the name of Band printed in 
gold, 1 /6 per doz. extra, if n ot less than Six Books be ordered at one time 
Unlettered Books 
March Size 
Sel ection Size . .  
Per doz. 
1 7/6 
22/6 
Al l O rders Carriage Paid 
Terms : Cash with Order 
F. RICHARDSON LTD. "CORNET" OFFICE 
SI BSEY • BOSTON • LINCOLNSH I RE 
:fBrass . l3anl) <tontests 
HAMMERSMITH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
(Community Recreation) 
In connection with the above, the first annual 
Brass Band Contest and Festival will be held at 
the Town Hall, Hammersmith, London, on 
Saturday, April 5th, 1 947, with a massed 
Band Concert on Sunday, April 6th, 1 947. 
Three sections. First section : Testpiece, 
" Tschaikowsky " (W. & R.) .  Third section, 
" Echoes of Spring " (W. & R.) . First class 
adjudicators. Magnificent Trophies and· Cash 
Prizes. Further . particulars from : 
Band Contest Secretary, Room One, Town 
Hall, Hammersmith, London, W. l. 
B LACKP O O L  
Lancashire Brass Bands Association. 
The Second Annual Contest will be held at 
Blackpool on Saturday, 5th April. Two 
Sections. Second Section Test Piece : 
" Echoes of the Opera " (W. & R.:1 .  
Adjudicator : Wanted . 
Secretary, STANLEY M. ROWE, 2 
Myerscough Close, New Moston, Man­
chester 10. 
FU L L  
SCORES 
OF 1 947 
LIVERPOOL 
JOURNAL 
*For the benefit of Bandmasters who wish to 
teach quickly and thoroughly, we have prepared 
FULL SCORES for the following Pieces :-
" Les Preludes " - - - - - - • 6/· 
" Aroldo " - - - - • • • • • 6/­
" Recollections of Mendelssohn " • 6/­
" Pride of the Forest " - - - • • 6f· 
These will be the Contest Pieces for 1947. Order 
Scores at once to avoid disappointment, as these 
Scores cannot be reprinted when present stock Is sold 
out. We are pleased to annou nce that thesa Sc:ore5 
are produced excellently. As regards clearness and 
style they are equal to pre-war productions. They are 
very cheap, cost1n1 little more than the scorin& paper. In those bands there are players who hate 
the very name of some piece because of the 
ill-advised efforts of the bandmaster to drive S H OTT O N ,  C H EST E R  
them through it, instead o f  leading them through PHELIMINARY NOTICE. W RI G HT & it gradually, a little at a time. Brass Band Contest (�romoted by Dee- ROU N D  
Bandmasters know that the capacity of each side Trades Council and Labour Party) to 34 E k• S of th b d - t 1 t th · u t rs 1 ne treet, Liverpool 6 1 e an smen 1
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3rtl . 
t 1ey seem to over oo t e very important act Test Piece : ' '  Gems of Id England ' '  
that .all the band.smen 'ar�, likewise, !1ot taking (W. & R.) .  Prizes, £55. Details later. bandmg and music as seriously as their teachers Secretary, Mr. J. GARRETT "Will- B U G L E  C O R N  
do. And even those players who may be quite stan," 7 York Avenue, Shotton cliester. ' 
WALL 
a s  serious and ent�nsiastic a s  the bandi;i.aster r· H O LM FI RT H ' PRELIMINARY NOTICE. do not all find their greatest pleasure 111 the . The 23rd Annual West of England Bands-
same kind of musir. Every taste deserves con- Holme Valley Contest Committee ,  Holm- m.en's Festival will be held on July 19th. Test 
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, '.!!-.' in an horus " Hymn to Mus1·c " r,w. & >;>. )  mas er; 
b 
. d . Victoria Park, .tiolmfirth. Test Piece : 
1" • 
B�t the <l:ndmaster who 1s. wrappe up 111 one " Aroldo," by Verdi (W. & R . ) . March Class B :  " Recollections of Mendelssohn " ('vV. 
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not " .Impregn�b le," by W. Rimmer (W. & R.) .  �rR.1ra�� MWai:-chht " Whitehall ."  Adjudicator 
?n accoun ? 1e mys1ca P. easure 1e ge � rom First pnze, £16 an d s<ilver cup ; 
· a rig · 
1t), who brmgs a piece designed for a band of second £12 and Deever Shield . third £9 ; Full particulars in next issue, and from the 
first-class �ecutant� i_nto a �hird or. four�h class fourth; £5 ; fifth, £3. March : ' First prize- Organising Hon. Secretary, M r. F. J. P 
band and grinds at 1t mtermmably, 1s askmg for £3 ; second , £2. Adj udicator, Mr. Leonard RICHARDS, 2 St. Mary's Road (W.), New-
trouble, which is st1re to come. Davies. Entrance fee, 1 2 / 6. quay, Cornwall. 
The bandmaster who would do things with Secretary, Mr. W. MELLOR 8 Field- ---W-H-IT
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his pupils must keep them interested. I f  he h ouse, Cinder Hills, Holmfirth . 
' 
cannot interest theru, if practices become weari- Preliminary Notice 
some and unpalatable to the band, he will not BELLE �UE (MANCHESTER) LIMITED Brass Band Contest (promoted by Besses-o-th 
do much with them: The followmg are the dates of the Belle Vue Barn Band ) ,  Saturday, August 2nd, 1 947 
The bandmaster's first and greatest task is to Brass Band Contests during 1 947 :- Other promoters please note date. 
interest the players, and to this end he must Saturday, May lOth-May Championship S�cretary, Mr. F. COWBURN, 1 Mather Av. 
subordinate every personal consideration. Brass Band Festival (4 Classes). . . 
Whitefield, Manchester. 
One of the main- elements of interest to most 
Sunday, June 22nd-Champ10nsh1p Brass �----'--
---
-----------
. . T · b d h Id 1 - k f Band Marchmg Contest (2 Classes) 
MARSKE BY S EA 
m�n is variety. �e an master s .ou t un. 0 Saturday, September 6th-95th Annual Sep-
tlus when preparing for a practice. It is a tember Championship Brass Band Cbntest. 
Open Brass Band Contest (promoted by 
M a�ske and New Marske Horticuhural hundred to one that two hours spent on three 
pieces of different character will give more 
pleasure and more progress than two hours 
spent on one piece. It is certain that the intro­
duction of one new piece every week will in­
crease interest in the practices, and help to 
progress. 
A bandmaster should always have in hand 
something which asks for an advance on former 
efforts. But only little by little, step by step, 
can a player or a band advance. 
A piece which taxes a band severely is best 
worked up little by little, movement by move­
ment, section by :,ection. Every band should 
have such a piece in hand, but they should not 
be surfeited with it. A movement only to-night, 
another next week, and so on ; and the lJand '\Nill 
master it before they get tired of it. 
Easy blowing, an easy tempo, an easy manner 
towards the men on a new and difficult piece 
(to them) is the surest way to attain the end 
desired. 
The bandmaster who qm put himself in the 
player's place, who can look at the music from 
the point of view of not very expert players, 
is the one who will get most out of them. The 
bandmaster who rattles off difficult passages and 
rubs in the assertion " That's easy enough " 
does not do good, for the player does not be­
lieve him. I f  he says " It is a bit difficult, but 
if you work it up gradually, like this, it will 
come--you are not very far off it," he is more 
likely to get it done. 
Why should bandmasters (as we have known 
some to do) storm and rave, and sneer, as i f  
that was the only way t o  get good playing. It 
is the very way not to get it. It is the leader, 
not the driver, who succeeds. 
Study the men ; consider what induced them 
to become bandsmen, and what will induce them 
to remain willing bandsmen. Arrange your 
practices, and conduct them, accordingly. 
M r. Rimmer was a great teacher partly be­
cause he was a close student of human nature. 
He never took a band at practice, or on the 
�ta�e, without saying or doing some little thing 
J estmgly or humorously. He knew that if he 
got the men into a pleasant humour he would 
then get the utmost possible out of them. He 
did not tell a tale or make a funny remark with­
out a set purpose to get on good terms with 
the players. There was purpose in all his little 
mannerisms. 
Again, we say, make your practice nights the 
pleasantest evenings of the week to your bands­
men, and your bands are then bound lo prosper. 
B E LLE V U E, MA N C H ESTER Society), Saturday, August 2nd. Test piece 
The May Championship Brass Band Festival 
Any waltz from W. & R.'s list. First prize. 
will be held at the Zoological Gardens, Belle Vue 
�,}° and Society's Cup ; second, £6 ; third, £4. 
Manchester, on Saturday, May lOth. Fou; 
arch, own choice. First prize, £3 and Zetland 
classes. Test-pieces : Class A. " Normandy " Cup ; second, £2. Entrance fee 20/- per band, 
(H. Geehl) ; Class B, " Divertimento " (E. Ball) ; which gives all contestants fr�e access to the 
Class C, " Tales of Hoffman " (F. Wright) ; Show. Miniature cups for soloists and winning 
Class D, " Wayside Scenes " (J. A. Greenwood) bandmaster. 
Schedules and entry forms from : - Full details and schedules from M:r. j. G. 
CONTEST MANAGER, Belle Vue (Man- WATSON , 1 Station Villas, Marske by Sea 
chester) Ltd. : Zoological Gardens , Belle Vue _Y_o_r_k_s_. 
--
---------
-
-
---
Manchester, 1 2. 
' 
C O LWY N BAY 
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HINCKLEY (LEICS) BAND FESTIVAL ROYAL NATIONAL EI STEDDFOD OF 
Grand Brass Band Co?test on Saturday, 1 4th 
WALES, 1 947. 
J une, 1947, at England s Finest Band Arena- Brass Band Contests will be held on Monday 
Hollycroft Park, Hinckley, in aid of Hinckley August 4th. Open to all bands affiliated to the 
and District Hospital. CHAMPIONSHIP SEc- three Welsh Band Associations. Class A 
TI<?N.-Test-pi�ce : " Liszt " (W. & R. ).  lst Test Piece, " Les Preludes " (W. & R.). First 
Pnze, Silver 1rophy and £50 (in addition the prize, £50 ; second, £25 ; third, £12. Class B : 
Hinckley U.D.C. will offer an engagement at Test Piece, " Recollections of Mendelssohn ' 
Hollycroft Park) ; 2nd, £25 ; 3rd, £ 1 5 ; 4th, (W. & K). First prize, £30 ; second, £ 1 5 ; third 
£10. 2nd SEc·poN-Test-piece : " Recollec- £8. Class C :  Test Piece, " Pride of the 
tions of Mendelssohn " (W. & R . ) .  lst Prize Forest " (W. & R.). First prize, £20 ; second 
Silver Trophy and £20 (in addition the Hinckley £10 ; third, £5. Entries must be sent to the U .D.C. will offer an engagement at Hollycroft General Secretary between ).fay l st and Ma Park) ; 2nd, £15 ; 3rd, £ 1 0 ; 4th, £5. . IOth. 
y 
Adj udicators : Championship Section , Any information regarding the rules and Mr. G. Hawkins ; Second Section , Mr. C. A classification of the Welsh Brass Band Assoc1·a Cooper. Schedules now ready. 
Full particulars from Mr. HENRY COOK tion may be had from Mr. J. R. Evans, Secre 
(Contest Manager) , 50 Hinckley Road Earl tary of the North Wales Association, Bodychain 
Shilton, Leicester. 'Phone Earl Shilto� 3 l 22 Terrace, Llandulas, Abergele. 
R UARDEAN 
RUAR DEAN DEMONSTRAT I O N  COM­
MITTEE will hold their Annual Contest on 
Saturday, 28th June, 1 947. March Contest 
through VILLAGE-Own Selection (for FonEST 
OF DEAN BANDS ONLY). Prize £3. March Con­
test on STAGE (0PEN)-Own Selection. Prize 
£5. Open Contest, Test Piece " Recollections of 
Mendelssohn " (W. & R.).  l st Prize, £50 ; 
Znd, £25 ; 3rd, £10. Adj udicator : Mr. FRED. 
MORTIMER (of Foden's). For particulars, 
apply M r. H. J. MARFELL, High View, 
Ruarxlean, Glos. 
LO U G H B O RO U G H  
Loughborough District Toe H have 
detided to hold their second Annual Brass 
Band Contest on the 5th Ju ly next. Test 
piece " A Gar land of Classics " (\V. & !� .. ) 
also March Contest (own choice) . Adj udica­
tor : ML Roland Davis , A.mingtou.  Staffs. 
Wi l l Band Seerebries plea se n ote the date . 
Secretary : M . A .  BR00KS,  60 :'.\fo yfi�l rl 
Drive, Loughborough,. Leicester .  
General Secretary, M r. EL WYN ROBERTS 
National Eisteddfod Offices, 6 Abergele Road: 
Colwyn Bay, N2rth Wales. 
WEST BROMWI C H  
West Bromwich Horticultural Show will 
hold their Second A nnual Brass Band Contest 
in Dartmouth Park, on Saturday, August 30th. 
\\'right and Round's Testpiece will be used. 
Full particulars later. 
· 
Secretary : Mr. J. I RWIN, 86 Pleasant 
Street, \Vest Bromwich. 
R OC H DALE 
The Third Annual Brass Band Festival 
will be held in the Drill Hall, Rochdale, on 
Saturday, October 4th , 1947. W. & R.  
Testpiece. Further details later. 
Secretary, Mr. W. A . Ashworth Quickfit 
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